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THE     MORAL     CHARACTER     OF     SLAVE-HOLDING. 

If  there  is  any  one  principle  which  is  •]  mass  of  the  slaves,  notwithstanding  their 
vital  to  the  Anti-Slavery  cause,  it  is  that  having  been  born  to  such  a  condition,  long 
SLAVE-HOLDING  IS  A  SIN, — that  it  is  cssen- jtor  liberty,  and  are  held  in  subjection  only 
tially  MAN-STEALING,— that  it  is  the  highest  ij'jy  the  terror  of  the  lash  and  the  gibbet.  j 
act  of  piracy  upon  human  rights.  If  wcj|  N(.w,  taking  that  which  belongs  to  ano- 
succeed  in  convincing  this  nation  that  there;  ther.  without  his  consent,  is  stealing.  But 
is  truth  and  reason  in  this  high  denuncia-i  what  belongs  to  another,  if  not  his  own  per- 
tion, — if  in  accordance  with  this  conviction  I  son  ?  If  it  be  not  self  evident  thut  a  man  be- 
we  lodge  in  the  hearts  of  our  fellow-citizens 'longs  to  himself,  it  is  impossible  to  prove 
an  abhorrence  of  slavery  deep  and  irrepres-  \  that  any  thing  belongs  to  him.  The  propo- 
sible,  we  shall  have  gamed  our  object — wei  sition  that  one  man  can  hold  another  as  his 
shall  have  removed  from  our  country  what  I  property,  fimdamentally  subverts  the  right 
iscommonly  confessed  to  be  Its  foulest  stain,;  of  property.  \dinit  it,  and  you  cannot 
its  sorest  evil,  its  deadliest  curse.  I  prove  that  any  product  of  human  industry  is 

The  slavery  which  we  have  in  view  is  ^''^  property  of  the  producer,  for  it  does  not 
perfectly  distinct  from  tamilv  government ih'^PP^a*"  ^^^^  the  powers  and  mstruments  by 
and  from  legal  guardianship,  'it  has  nothing 'l  ^^''^'<^'^»  1^"  produced,  were  his  own.  1  hat 
in  common  with  family  government,  for  the  h^^ry  man  belongs  to  hmiself,  and  that  all 
slaves  arc  not  held  as  such  because  they  '"«»  "'^^r  and  pass  through  lite  under  equal 
owe  their  existence  to  their  masters,  nor  ^■e«P'»'«'l^>'''^»^'«'  ^»'e  °^'^'"*''  ^^f"^"'^  ^^  "''; 
are  tkev  held  during  a  limited  minority,  but  :l  "'^11  bemg  ot  society.  Blot  them  out,  and 
for  life.'  It  is  not  a  system  of  guardianship,  1  disiinction  ot  property  ceases.  1  he  will  ol 
for  the  pretended  wards  have  never  been  M^e  strongest  takes  the  place  ot  law,  and 
assigned  to  their  masters  by  any  judicial  !»"«  human  race  smks  to  the  level  ot  brutes, 
tribunal.   The  well  kno.vn  characteristics  of  The   dirterence  then  between    retammg    a 


man  in  slavery,  and  any  common  case  of 
stealing  is,  that  in  the  latter,  the  thief  takes 
a  part,  in  the  former,  the  whole. 

Perhaps  it  may  be   considered  that   the 
word  sfeal/ng,  implies  a  secrecy  in  the  ab. 


slavery  as  it  exists  in  our  country  arc,  that 

it  subjects  to  involuntary  servitude  for  life, 

human  beings  who  have  never  been  charged 

with  being  guilty  of  any  crime ;  that  it  makes 

them  the  mere  I'ROFKUTY  of  individuals,  from       - -        ^-       ■  ,         mi  ■        ■   ,  .• 

;   <•     ^    .     *i  .1    ^  •.  ..I        I    •■  «ifrartinn  ot  property.      1  he  open  violation 

mfancy  to  the  grave  ;  that  it  so  utterly  sub-i^^racuoii  ui  y    ^   .   J  r 

• ,      •     ,    I  .    /i  J-.-         ri      .       'Inf  rijrlit  is  denominated  rooheni.      It  is  not 

jects  a  wliole  race  to  the  condition  of  brutes,  r*'   rigm  ^  w  ,  •   ,      r  ,i      . 

.K„»    ..,..ut     I         r  .1  1-  1  v(>rv  important  to   decide  which  ol  the  two 

that  multitudes  of  them  liv(;  scarcely  ever  ^^"^y  "',  .        ..^       ,     ,, 

ji)voJves  the  most  guilt.     In  the  common 

^  —      -,  *  A)]  that  prevents  the  rapacity  of  slaveholders  from 

,  thev,  in  many  cases,  apparently  I  fastcnins-  on  white  victims,  is  the  principle  of  honor 
in  th'eir  subserviency.      They  -'^e- !  among  thieves.     '■Yon  are  ^rhilc,"  say  they, ,  "  then 


suspecting  that  (hey  are  men.      From  the! 

extreme    ignorance    in   which    slavery  has' 

kept  them 

acquiesce  m  tiieir  subserviency.      They  •'i--  i"' '^  y        '  n  j    i  '     W     T'l      ■> 

r       ii-     '''"'*"".\y"  "   •/    ,      (  you  are  one  of  US,  walk  in  and  share  the  plunder;   — 

come  a  sort  of  willing  machines.      P^it  tlic,|j^m  ^^  (^  y^^  ,f  yoy^  hue  be  too  dark. 


W'mk  eratuilvi/j,  plcain  to  read  and  hand  it  to  your  mlghhor.  £^ 
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apprcheiisidii,  n  distinctive  incnimfss  ;it- 
tachcs  to  the  former.  Tlie  o|)('n  highway- 
man, who  demands  the  traveler's  purae, 
with  cocked  pistol,  is  considered  u  depre- 
dator of  nohler  style  than  ihe  one  who 
adroitly  ahstracts  the  same  thing  without 
notice.  And  why  should  not  the  same  dis- 
tinction he  made  between  tlu;  African  tra- 
der,  who  at  the  peril  of  his  lift;  fears  the  t'ull 
grown  prey  front  a  savage  sJjore,  and  the 
American  slaveholder,  who  safely  steals  Uie 
hclpU'ss  infant,  and  cunningly  contriv(;s  to 
kee|)  it  through  life  ignorant  of  the  theft  ? 

If  a  man  witlidraws  a  few  dollars  from 
the  pocket  of  his  neiglihor,  he  is  put  under 
the  face  ol' society  as  a  villain.  'I'his  is  all 
right,  (lod  intends  that  every  man  shall 
supi  orl  himsell"  hy  his  own  labor.  But 
what  shall  we  say  of  him  who  puts  his  hand 
carefully  and  tlelibcrately  over  the  whole 
existence  of  his  fellow  man,  and  withdraws 
from  it  all  hut  the  bare  animal  ?  Is  he  less  a 
thief  than  the  other?  liso,  it  is  because  he 
has  stolen  more  ! 

But  it  may  be  said,  that  we  view  the 
matter  in  the  "a^i/mc/."  No:  we  are{ 
looking  at  slavery  as  it  takes  place  every  i 
day  in  practice.  There  is  no  subject  ini 
the  world  which  is  less  a  mailer  of  '•  ab-j 
stract"  speculation,  ^^'e  will  not  say  that, 
slavery  in  the  ^^abslrncf  might  not  admit  | 
of  a  plausihle  defence  ;  hut  all  the  circum-: 
stances  under  which  it  exists,  in  this  coun-' 
trv,  conspire  to  aggravate  its  guilt  and  seal; 
it«  condemnation.  ' 

1.  It  ig  pcrpeliudcd  ujxiii  trlio/e  f'ainilics, 
from  generation  to  generation. 

Were  the  crime  committed  upon  scatter-; 
ed  individuals,  it  would  end  with  their  lives,  j 
But  the  practice  of  enslaving  or  stealing ji 
whole  famdies,  and  handing  thenj  down  | 
from  father  to  son,  gives  a  sort  of  eternity', 
to  the  crime.  It  thrusts  a  race  out  of  iheji 
pale  of  humanity,  and  subjects  them  to  a' 
forever  deepening  degradation.  Take  a  sin-  j 
gle  family,  enjoying  tlie  privileges  of  tree-i 
dom,  and  follow  it  in  all  its  hranclu  s  do'.vu; 
through  five  hundred  years.  Into  what  a! 
population  does  it  spread  ;  how  nvany  noble; 
lives  dors  it  embrace  ;  what  an  amount  of^ 
physical,  mtellectual,  niid  moral  excellence, 
does  it  bring  iiito  being.  Such  fruits  nev^r 
grow  t'rom  slavery.  The  man  who  lavs', 
his  felonious  hauls  UjM'H  this  family,  and 
brings  it  into  h.rulittry  bondage,  steals! 
from  themselves  auc!  the  community  thejj 
whole  of  this  value.     The  same  is  done  bv' 


the  man  who    retains    in  such    bondage   a 
flimily    of  slaves.      The    question    is    not, 
njerely.  whether  the  slaves  are  physically 
as  comtortable  as  they  would  he  if  free  ; 
but  whether  they  are  in  a  condition  to  de- 
velope  the   powers  which  (iod   has  given 
them,      (jod  has  scattered  the  gifis  of  in- 
tellect without  respect  to  rank,  or  color,  or 
,  race.      But  upon  an  enslaved  race  they  are 
j  bestowed  m  vain.      The  man-stealer  wage* 
j  war  with  the  plan  of  God.      lie  bids  dark- 
ness wher»  CJod  has  bidden  light.      Had  the 
j  slaves  in  America  been  free  since  the  De- 
Iclaration  of  Independence,  and  been  par- 
takers with  the  white  population  in  the  pri- 
viiepes  of  education,  it  is  pa&t  belief  that 
jj  there  would   not  have   risen    anxjtig   them 
niany  minds  of  whom    this    nation  would 
[ihave    reason    to   be    proud.      .Slavery   has 
j  stolen  from  our  country  all  tlu.se.      What 
'  holder  of  a  slave    can   say  that  he  i«   not 
.robbing  his  country  of  more  value  than  hia 
j  own  existence  has  conferred  upon  it.    What 
lean   repay  the  world  for  blotting   out  the 
li"ht  of  more  than  two  njillions  of  minds  ? 
I     2.  It  enhances  the  guilt  of  slaveholding 
\  that  it  is  practiced  Inj  many. 
I      A   single  slaveholder  might  do  as  much 
I  mischief  to   his  victims,   alone,   as  if  sur- 
rounded by    thousands.      But  his  example 
could  avail  little  to  sanctify  the  crime.   Pub- 
lic opinion  would  be  against  him.    He  would 
be  abhorred  and  shunned.    But  when  great 
multitudes  come  into  the  practice  then  it  is 
honorable,  and  over  and  above  committing 
the  wicked  deed,  each  must  answer  for  an 
iCftectually  contagious  example.     Look  at 
[the  case  of  our  country.     W^ere  there  but 
one  slaveholder  in  it,  having  but  one  plan- 
tation cultivated  by  slaves,  there  would  not 
he  anotlier  man   in   the  nation  who  would 
not  resi^ard  him  as  a  maa-stealer,  and  shun 
his  company  and  his  crime.  But  now  there 
are  tens  of  thousands  of  slaveholders — all 
honorable  men,  and  millions  of  people  even 
in  the  free  states,  for  this  very  reason,  think 
tliat    slaveholding,   undev  all    the   circum- 
stances of  the  case,  is  right,  and  are  ready 
to  commit  the  foul  outrage.     They  in  heart 
sin  the  same  sin.     "Who  then  dares  to  ^ay 
that  it  is  not  worse  in  the  sight  of  (Jod  to  go 
with  the  multitude   to  do  evil,   than   to   go 
alone  ? 

Again,  we  can  easily  imagine  the  case  of 
a  soV^ary  slaveholder,  who  should,  by  kind 
treatment,  make  his  slaves,  in  many  re- 
spects, liappy.     In  depriving  them  of  their 
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liberty,  In;  is  guiiiy  of  man  stealing-,  but  not 
of  murder,  perhaps  not  of  cruelty.     But  tlie 
practice    leads   to    cruelty,    and    when    in- 
dulgi'd  in   by  multitudes,   an  immense  and 
fearful  amount  of  violence  and  torture  is  the 
result.    Now  when  a  man  joins  a  multitudr 
of  slaveholders,  although   he  may  treat  his 
slaves  with  all  the  kindness  of  which  tlicir 
condition  admits,   he  adds  to  his  mansteal- 
ing,  the  crime  of  upholding  by  his  example 
a  system  of  enormous  eruelt}  .    For  the  ve- 
ry goodness  of  the  man  is  thrown  as  a  cloak 
of  sancity  over  the  whole  carcase  of  abo- 
mination.      His    negative,  righteousness  ; 
Ins  not  doing  as  wickedly  as  he   might,  is 
magnified  into  a  plea  for  the  benelit  of  the 
most  outrageous  irangrcssors.   Every  slave- 
holder, then,  over  and  above  his  private  vi- 
olation of  the  eternal  rule  of  right,  is  charg- 
able,    under    present    circumstances,   with 
abetting  all  the  sin  that  grows  out  of  all  the 
.slaveholding  around  him. 

Moreover,  the  liuht  shed  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  by  the  extensiveness  of  the 
experiment,  is  incomparably  stronger  than' 
could  come  from  a  solitary  instance.  It  is' 
true,  the  slaveholder  is  not  now  surrounded! 
with  the  moral  influence  of  public  opinion,; 
deterring  him  fron)  the  sin, — the  pulpit  is' 
dumb,  and  no  frown  of  popular  indignation! 
lights  upon  him:  but  he  must  hear  the  uw- 1 
ful  voice  of  God's  providence  s[)c;iking,  far! 
and  near.in  insurrection, massacre. and  deeds, 
of  vengeance  at  wiiich  humanity  shudders.) 
Suppose  a  solitary  slaveholder  from  behind! 
some  riilgeofthe  Alleghanies  should  to-dav' 
tor  the  first  lime,  learn  the  horrors  involved, 
in  (he  slavery  o[' two  millions,  might  he  notj 
say,  if  I  iiad  known  all  this  I  would  never! 
have  held  a  slave  ?  ji 

3.  It  greatly  increases  the  guilt  of  the  pre- 1) 
sent  slaveholders,  that  the  si/stem  has  beenll 

KNTAILED   l/p07l  them.  |j 

Their  fathers  tried  the  system  and  found  || 
it  bad.      They  >:aw  clearly  that  it  tended  to  I 
brutalize  men.      The    very  plea  on  which': 
they  made  the  entail  was,  "  these  miserable 
slaves  are  unlit  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
But:  surely,  had  they  been  treated  according 
to  the  precepts  of  Christianity,  since  they 
were  brought  frotn  a  heathen  shore,  tln.'y 
would    have    been   elevated    to   be   useful 
members  of  society.     Slavery  has  added  to 
the  ignorance  of  barbarism  the  vices  of  ci- 
vilization.    All  this  was  seen  bv  the  sons, 
yet  they  adopted   the   sin  of  th»"'ir  fathers. 


While  the  heavens  are  gathering  blackneM, 
and  the  btdts  of  divine  vengeance  arc  ever 
and  anon  fulling  upon  the  guilty;  they  per- 
severed in  the  sin.    Well  might  the  Savior 
1'  rebuke  this  generation  as  he  did  that  w  hich 
['slew  the  last  of  the  prophets.      I'pon  you 
'shall  be  visited  all  the  stripes,  and  anguish, 
and  blood,  of  the   poor  Africans,  from  the 
I  time   your  ancestors   dragged    them   from 
I  their  native  shores,  to  the  time   when    vou 
yourselves  shut  up  the  word  of  flod  from 
them,  and  sought  to  banish  from  yonr  land 
every  vestige  of  liberty  beneath  a  black  skin. 
But  look  again  at  the  presumption  with 
which  this  robbery  is  justified.    With  all  the 
sins  of  their  at;cestors  voluntarily  assumed, 
the    present   slaveholders    dare    to    plead 
the  very  guilt  of  tht^r  fathers  in  extenua- 
tion of  their  own.      "  W^e  were  born  slave- 
holders.     What  shiill  we  do?     We  did  not 
introduce  the  system."     They  would  have 
us  believe  (hat  because  they  were  regularly 
trained  to  this  business  of  man-stealing,  they 
really  know  no  better!      Ah!    they   might 
'  easily  learn  better,  but  "they  hate  the  light 
because  their   deeds  are   evil."     "This,' 
i  say    they,    '*  is   a   delicate  subject.      Be   it 
'known  to  all  who  arc  disposed  to  intermed- 
I  die,  that   we  will  not  be  interfered  sviih   in 
!j  our  domestic  aftairs."     Carry  the  case  for- 
I  ward   to    the  last  tribunal.      The  eternal 
Judge  charges  the  oppressor  with  having 
^  uithholdcn  wages  from  the  laborer.      "  In- 
t  deed,"  replies  the  astonished  culprit,  '*  my 
father  told  me  that  the  laborer  himself  was 
my    properly;     and    I    knew   no    better!!" 
"But   when   you   were    told     better,"  the 
Judge  would  ask,  if  we  may  suppose  that 
I  he  could  bear   with  such  contempt  of  hi-s 
lauthority,  "Why  did  you  not  listen  ?" 
I      (Granting,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  the 
j  ignorance  of  the  slaveholders,  what  does  it 
prove  but  that  their  system  is  intolerable  ? 
I  Why,  it  is  so  bad,  that  in  an  age  or  two  it 
i  totally   obliterates   coiiscience  ;    it  di^iables 
men  to  disfingnish  between  their  own  rights 
and  the  mo^t  sacred  rights  of  others.  What 
a  horrible  thing  for  scjciety  would  be  a  sys- 
tem of  petty  larceny,  which  should,  in  two 
or  three  generations,  make  the  adepts  in  it 
really  think  every  thing  their  own,  on  which 
they  could  lay  their  hands?     Just  sucli  a 
thing,    according,   to    the    favorite  plea  of 
its   apologists,    is   slavery    in  the  universe 
of(»od.      But  really,  the  plea  revesres  tho 
decisions  of  connnon  sense.     It   assumes 
that  knowledge  does  not  increase  by  expe- 
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rieiico  ;  that  each  generation  is  more  igno. 
rant  thiui  its  predecessor. 

4.  The  i^ui/t  of  shiveholdijii^'  is  increased 
by  beivii;  committed  accouUiii^  to  law.* 

A  hiw  which  consigns  a  race  of  men  to 
the  [iVdra  of  goods  and  chattels,  mere  mer 


law  is  withdrawn,  by  refusing  to  hear  a  co- 
lored  witness  against  any  while  man.  The 
quealion  in  regard  to  the  witness,  which 
decides  whether  he  ^hall  be  heard,  is  not. 
Is  he  honest,  intelligent,  credible  .'  but,  Is 
lie  ichite  ?  It  is  not  w  hcther  he  has  an  open 


chantalle  commodities,  is  the  highest  insult  heart,  but  wlu'ther  lie  has  u  fair  skin  !  In 
to  that  lU'iiig  whose  law  is,  '•  Thou  shall  love  jj  Virginia  anact  of  assembh  has  these  words, 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  It  sanctions  ini- jj"  Any  nei>ro,  or  mulatto,  bond  or  free, 
quity.  He,  therefore,  who,  under  protec-  shall  be  a  good  witness  in  pleas  of  the  com- 
tion  of  such  a  law,  possesses  himself  of  hu-  inonwealth,  for  or  against  negroes  or  mu- 
man  bones  and  sinews,  udtis  rebellion  to  in-  lattos,  bond  or  free,  or  in  civil  pleas  where 
justice.  He  not  only  revolts  from  Ciod,  but  |  free  negroes,  or  mulatt(.>s  shall  alone  be  par- 
he  joins  a  standard  of  revolt.  It  is  a  wick- i,  ties,  and  in  no  other  casks  whatever." 
ed  thing  to  forsake  the  post  of  duty,  but  it  is;  Similar  laws  exist  in  several  other  slave 
still  worse  to  go  over  to  the  marslialled  en-  states,  and  in  one  of  the  kkee  ;*  hut  in  the 
cmy.  Moreover,  there  is  a  deliberation  slave  states  wheru  there  is  no  express  law, 
about  legalized  wickedness  which  strips  it  the  same  thing  is  sanctioned  by  the  univer- 
of  all  right  to  excuse  itself  by  the  iiitirmities ''sal  |)racticc  of  the  courts, 
of  human  nature.  ,j      I'he  following  are   a    specimen    of   the 

Remembering  that  in  our  country  the  j|  laws  which  check  the  ujnvaid  tendencies 
people  make  the  laws,  let  us  turn  to  some  |!  of  mind  in  the  slave.  The  Revised  Code 
of  the  laws  which  pertain   to  slavery,  and  i'of  Virgiiiia  hath  this  enactment,  viz.  "That 


see  if  wc  can  estimate  the  amount  of  cool, 
determined,  calculated  wickedness  which  it 
must  re(piire  to  carry  them  into  practice. 
The  tenure  by  which  the  slaves  are  held  is 
thus  described  in  the  new  code  of  Louisi- 


all  meetings  or  assemblages  of  slaves  or 
free  negroes  or  mulattos  mixing  and  asso- 
ciating with  any  such  slaves  at  any  meet- 
ing house,  or  houses,  or  any  other  place, 
&c.  in  the  night,  or  at  any  school  or  schools 
for  teaching  them  reading  or  tcriting  ei- 
"  A  slave  is  one  who  is  in  the  j)ower  ofaj  ther  in  the  day  or  night,  under  whatsoever 
master  to  whom  he  belongs.  The  master  j  pretext,  shall  be  deemed  and  considered 
may  sell  him,  dispose  of  his  person,  his  in- nan  unlawful  assembly ;  and  any  justice  of 
dustry  and  his  labor:  he  can  do  nothing, '{a  county,  &c.  wherein  such  assemblage 
possess  nothing,  nor  actpiire  any  thing  but  I  shall  be,  either  from  his  own  knowledge 
what  must  belong  to  his  master."  [Civil;  or  the  information  of  others,  of  such  un- 
Code,  Art.  35.]  lawful  assemblage,  &c.  may  issue  his  war- 

The  tbllowing  is  from  the  laws  of  S.  Ca-  rant  directed  to  any  sworn  oflicer  or  ofR- 
rolina:  Ijcers,  authorizing  him  or  them  to  enter  the 

**Slaves  shall  be  deemed,  sold,  taken,  re-,  house  or  houses  where  such  unlawful  as- 
puted  and  adjudged  in  law  to  be  chattels  per-  semblagcs,  &c.  may  be,  for  the  purpose  of 
fon*/ in  the  hands  of  their  owners  and  pos-  apprehending  or  dispersing  such  slaves, 
sessors,  and  their  executors,  administrators,  and  to  inflict  corporal  jniniskmenl  on  the 
and  assigns,  to  all  inteut.s,  constructions,;; offender  or  offenders  at  the  discretion  of 
and  purposes  whatsoever."  [See  Stroud's  any  justice  of  the  peace,  not  exceeding 
Sketch,  p.  23.]  l\licen(y  lashes." 

Such  is  the  tenure  by  which  two  millions  \      By  the  act  of  South  Carolina,    "  Assem- 

of  human  beings  are  held  and  handed  down  ;blies  of  slaves,  free  negroes,  mulattos  and 

from  father  to  son,   as   though  they   were  ii  mestizos,"    "  for  the  purpose  o{  mental  in- 

thinf.s  without  soul.-^.  ''st ruction,''    are    declared  to    be    unlawful, 

A^ain,  see  how  cruelly  the  protection  oft,"  and   the  officer  dispersing  such  unlawful 

—     .  ,- i: assemblage,  may  inflict  such  co;7;o?«/  ;j?<n- 

»  Wo  unto  them  that  DECRKF.  unrighteous  rF.CREKs,     .   ,  ,         !        '      r        .  ,      1    .-k^..    ,,^^^ 

and  thill  write  grievousntts  which  tliey  htive  pse  \\  ashmen f,  not  exceedmg  twenty  iastics,  upon 
oCBiBED  ;  to  turn  iifiidc  tlie  i.wciv  from  juf'jjnHnt, ,  such  slaves,  free  fiegroes,  &.C.  as  the?/  may 
and  10  takeaway  the  kioht  from  the  poor  of  my;;  •  ,  ^^^^g;  fo^  restarining  them  from 
people,  that  widows  may  b(iihe;rjnvr,  and  tl:at  they ,-'      ^.,  ,        /,  i_  i  -^    r  ,  n 

may  rob  tlie  fatherless  !    l^a.  10:  1,  2.  ithe  like  unlawful  assemblage  m  future. 

Shall  the  throne  of  iniquity  have  ftllowsiiip  with :;      'i'he  following  is  from  a  Savannah  paper  : 

Thee,    which  fravieth  rninchiif  by   a   LAW  7    Pi». ;; — 

9 ;  :  20.  J     *  Ohio !  ! ! 
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"The  city  has  passed  an  ordimmcc,  byt 
which  any  person  that  teaches  any  person! 
of  color,  slave  or  free,  to  read  or  irrile,  orj 
causes  such  persons  to  be  so  taught,  is  sub- 
jected to  a  fine  of  Ihirti/  dollars  for  each!| 
offence  ;  and  every  person  of  color  who , 
shall  /ceep  a  sr/iool  to  teach  reading  or  writ-', 
ing  is  subject  to  a  fine  of  thirty  dollars,  orj 
to  be  imprisoned  ten  days  and  whippkd^ 
thirty-nine  lashes!  !'' 

Thus,  is  the  written  revelation  not  only: 
withheld  bv  law  from  two  millions  of  hu-: 
man  beings  but  if  any  of  them  by  their  own  j 
unaided  endeavors  should  presume  to  open! 
the  book  ihey  are  rudely  thrust  away,  as  ifi 
it  were  a   profanation  for   them  to  meddle 


pretence  of  proper  I  j/  in   man  is  given  up. 

5.  The  guilt  of  slaveholding  is  enhanced 
by  being  rommiited  against  a  race  of  pecu- 
liar color. 

Under  any  system  of  slavery  some  indi- 
viduals must  gain  their  liberty.  If  these 
can  become  incorporated  into  free  society, 
their  elevation  will  materially  affect  the 
rigors  of  the  system.  But  the  slaveholding 
spirit  naturally  tends  to  exclude  them.  If 
it  can  lay  hold  of  any  physical  peculiarity 
in  the  slave  it  will  effect  its  purpose.  The 
complexion  and  features  of  the  negro  race 
furnish  the  recpiisite  peculiarity,  and  are 
seized  upon  by  the  spirit  of  slavery  as  the 
basis  of  a   prejudice   against   color   which 


with  letters.  Thus  have  a  company  of  men  !  tends  powerfully  to  support  the  system, 
dared  to  place  themselves  between  God's  j|  Throughout  our  whole  country,  men  of  the 
light  and  two  milHons  of  immortal  minds.  I  same  complexion  and  features  as  the  slave 
Forsooth  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  is  j  are  held  to  be  a  degraded  race,  and  are 
dangerous  to  their  claim  of  property.  !!  foreed  by  the  customs  of  society  to  con- 
But  they  tell  us  they  do  not  shut  out  the   tinue  such. 


souls   of  their    slaves    from   heaven.      No 

they  give  them  oral  instruction  !  !     Now, 

we  ask  seriously  what  the  message  of  Godj 

can   do,    when    it   comes   throug-h   mouths  j 


That  this  prejudice  takes  its  ongm  m 
slavery  and  not  in  nature,  is  proved  by  the 
fact  that  it  does  not  exist  in  Europe.  Afri- 
can  color  and  features   do  not  exclude-  a 


which  daily  swallow  the  unrequited  labor!' man,  who  is  in  other  respects  qualified, 
of  the  poor? — Such  oral  instruction  is  ^xAhoxa  the  best  society  either  in  Great  Bri- 
abomination  in  the  sight  of  God  !  It  is  the  i|  tain  or  on  the  continent.  An  ancient  his- 
very  thing  for  which  His  curse  has  fallen  I'torian  describes  the  Ethiopians  of  Africa 
upon  the  Pope  of  Rome.  .  as  having  the  wooliest  hair  of  all  men,  and 


Now  all  the  apologies  which  are  plead 
for  the  so  called  pious  slaveholders,  who 
merely  hold  their  slaves  in  trust,  &c.  may 

be  good  enough  for  slavery  in  the  «Z).<;/r«r/,||  slaveholding  is  enhanced  by  selecting  vie 
but  they  will  not  justify  any  for  participat-IUims   of  a   ditierent    color   from  ourselves. 


in  another  passage  he  speaks  of  them  as 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  men.* 

We  conclude  then  that  the  criminality  of 


because  from  that  very  circumstance  they 
are  consigned  to  a  more  hopeless  degrada- 
tion. 

G.  Our  giiUi  as  v  slaveholding  nation  is 
mightily  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  we  have 
the  revelation,  of  God  in  our  hands. 

He  who  can  read  the  whole  Bible  and 


ing  in  this  system   of  practical  soul  rob- 
bery.    The  man  who  holds  slaves,  under! 
the  present  system,  obeys  a  law  which  ex- 
cludes from   men    the    written   revelation. 
If  we  could  imagine  a  system  of  slavery  in 
which  the  slaves  should  be  instructed  and 
made  wise,  under  such  a  system  there  might: 
be  some  excuse  for  the  slaveholder.     But| 
under  the  present  system  he  is  found  in  the] 
ranks  of  an  army  oi practical  rebels  against ' 
the  laws  of  the  Eternal. 

It  may  be   said  by  those   unacquainted 
with  this  subject  that  these  laws  are  in©pe-[ 
rative — the    inanimate  relics  of  a  darker  J 
age.     Such  is  not  the  fact.     It  is  not  to  bej 
expected  that  laws  for  the  security  of  pro-\ 

perty  should  grow  obsolete   except  whenj-  . 

superseded  by  others  for  the  same  purpose.!    ♦oi  ,.jv  yap  a^' *x/c,«  i/9/om,  ;5<  ^P'X'V  «'''••;  *'^^^ 
Up  to  th«  moment  these  laws  have   been|]  lUnxiotus.  Bock  VII.  Sec.  70. 

increasing 
the 


suppose  that  it  gives  any  countenance  to 
holding  men  contrary  to  their  will,  and 
for  no  fault,  und«r  laws  by  which  they  may 
be  sold  as  beasts,  and  which  require  this 
very  Bible  to  be  kept  out  of  their  hands, 
must  be  strangely  blind.  There  never 
was  a  book  which  from  one  end  of  it  to  the 
other  did  so  thoroughly  cut  up  all  slavery 
by  the  roots. 


o  tnw   momeni  inese   law*   imre    ueeuf  Jlerodotus.  tsock  vii.  ^tx.  i\j.  ^ 

jasing  in  rigor.        They  must    do  so  tilli       O!   it   XWto-ncs  oJroi,  h  rivt  irhtfnit  i  K«^«rn;f.   Xf- 

spoil    18    broken — till    the    iniquitous |  J""^""""' '' >^  H*rod.  B.  III.  S*c.Di. 
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TIIK     MORAL    CHARACTKR 


The  Old  Testament  enjoined  upon  the 
Hebrews  a  .system  most  careful! v  guard iiisj 
again.*l  involuiUarily  donu'stic  .siTvitudi', 
by  the  frequent  recurrcnci'  of  days  ot  re- 
lease. 

The  rs\'\v  'i'tstamt'iit  has  i'stahlish<'d  a 
conimentary  upon  tlie  divine  hiw,  which 
makes  sUivory  as  mu('h  out  ol  place  on 
earth  as  it  would  be  in  lu.'avfn.  It  de- 
nounces the  heaviest  woes  U])on  those  who 
■'hind  heavy  burdens,"  and  who  keep  back 
the  wages  of  the  laborer  ;  and  places  all 
men  ou  a  broad  equality  of  rights,  under 
the  same  rosponsililily  to  (Jod  and  having 
no  master  but  Ilim.* 

To  be  more  particular,  we  lind  in  the 
<Md  'J'estanienf  code  the  following  law. 
■'  He  that  slealeth  a  man  and  selleth  him, 
i>r  if  he  be  foutul  in  his  hand,  he  shall 
surely  be  put  to  death."  J'2.v.  21  :  10.  ('om- 
mon  sense  teaches  that  this  law  coiidemns 
the  hut/er  as  well  as  the  seller  of  a  stolen 
■man.  All  those  passages  which  recog- 
nize the  right  of  oxn?  man  to  the  service  of 
another  must  be  interpreted  \n  consistency 
with  this  law.  The  Hebrews  M'ere  per- 
mitted to  hold  as  servants  their  own  coun- 
trymen for  the  space  of  si.x  year.«,  and  the 
heathen  who  dwelt  about  them  till  the  year 
of  jubilee,  when  liberty  was  to  be  proclaim- 
ed to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  land.  He- 
brew servants  were  to  be  treated  in  all 
cases  as  if  hired.  Heathens  might  be  held 
as  bond  servants.  Now,  how  could  the 
Israelites  come  in  possession  of  these  ser- 
vants I  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  law  we 
have  quoted,  to  suppose  they  could  purchase 
them  of  those  who.se  claim  originated  in 
fraud.  The  following  passage  throws  the 
needed  light  on  the  subject.  "  If  thy  bro- 
ther that  dwolleth  by  ilu»e  be  waxen  poor 
and  be  sold  unto  thee,  thou  shalt  not  com- 
pel  him  to  serve  thee  as  a  bond  servant: 

•  *  *  *  Both  thy  bond  men  and  thy  bond 
maids,  which  ihon  shalt  have,  shall  be  oi 
the  heathen  that  are  round  about  you,  of 
them  shall  ye  buy  bond  men  and  bond 
maids,"  &c.  The  poor  brother  spolcen  of 
in  this  law  plainly  sold  himself.  A  subse- 
quent verse,  using  this  very  expression, 
takes  it  for  granted  that  a  Hebrew  might 
do  so,  even  to  a  stranger.  The  scope  of 
the  passage  then  is  this  :  "  Thou  shalt  not 
make  a  bondman  of  a  Hebrkw  icho  sells 
himself  to  thee  on  account  of  his  poverty, 
but    thou    mayest   make   a  bondman  of  a 

•  F^.  26:  10.     Mal.l^  James  5 :  4.    Mar7TT2. 


HKAT}iK.\  who  sells  hufistlf  10  thee.  There 
is  not  a  particle  of  proof  on  the  record  that 
the  Israelites  were  ever  permitted  to  hold 
any  in  Oonda^re  cxcejit  :;uch  heathens  as 
sold  themselves. 

I      And  the  law  made  provision  against  the 
j'  oppression  of  such  slaves,  for  not  only  *  was 
j  the  jubilee  a  limit  to  their  servitude,  but  if 
!:at  any   lime   they   embraced   the    Hebrew 
[religion  and  were  circumcised  they    were 
;to  be  treated  in  all  respects  as  Hebrews,  or 
,if  they  should  flee  from  their   masters,  the 
law  forbade  any  Israelite  to  give  them  up. 
If  it  be  asked  why  a  distinction  was  made 
between  Hebrew  and  heathen  servants,  we 
reply,  the  (lod   against   whom  the  heathen 
had   sinned   had  a  right  to  punish  them  as 
he  saw  (it.     He  did  not  ])lease  to  give  them 
an   ecpialily  with    his    jx'oplj    while   they 
retained  their  idolatry,     i^ut  the  same  Be- 
ing   has  broken  down  the    partition   wall 
which  separated  between  Jew  and  Gentile. 
He  has  made  all  mankind  Hebrews  in  re- 

*  The  e.xprcs.sion,  "  and  llu-y  nhall  be  your  bond- 
men forever"  may  seem  fo  cla.sh  with  the  law  of 
jubilee.  But  the  discrepancy  i.s  only  apvarcvt.  The 
enipha.sis  should  rest  on  "  //i'-]/"  rather  tlian  on  "  for- 
ever." .\h  inueii  as  to  .say,  The  law  that  Ileatlien., 
and  not  hraclites,  shall  be  your  bondmen  is  per- 
petual. The  individual  heathens  who  hud  .sold  them- 
selves to  any  Israelite  might  be  retained  by  him  or 
his  heirs  subject  of  eourse  to  the  law  of  jubilee  But 
the  passage  furnishes  no  evidence  that  the  childreu 
of  such  persons  could  be  held  as  bondmen  for  life 
either  by  the  master  or  his  heirs. 

Calmet,  in  speaking  of  the  word  "  forever"  in  Deut. 
15:  17,  says,  "  accordina;  to  the  comnipntator.s,  till 
the  year  of  jubilee,  for  tlien  all  slaves,  without  excep- 
tion,' recovered  their  liberty.  The  llabbins  add,  that 
slaves  were  set  free  also  at  the  d(  atii  of  their  mas- 
ters, and  did  not  descend  to  their  heirs." 

Says  Grotiiis,  on  the  word  "forever,"  "Durn- 
tion-ni  sigiiificat  qiiantam  fert  materia  subjecti." 
That  is,  iTsignifies  as  long  a  duration  as  the  thing 
spoken  of  wjII  bear. 

If  it  should  be  contended  from  the  silence  of  Lev. 
2.5:  46  about  the  heathen  bondman  going  out  at  the 
y "ar  of  jubilee,  and  from  the  apparent  antithesis  of 
that  verse  with  the  40th,  that  he  did  not  come  under 
the  law  of  release,  even  all  thi.s  may  be  admitted 
without  materially  weakening  the  force  of  the  argu- 
ment. Tii.-re  is  still  no  evidence  that  a  man  could  be 
made  a  bondman  except  by  his  own  consent,  or  that 
he  could  be  sold  without  his  own  consent,  or  that 
his  children  could  be  held  as  slaves  for  life.  But  wc 
apprehend  the  reason  why  tho  jubilee  is  mentioned 
in  one  case  and  not  in  the  other,  is,  that  the  Hebrew 
servant  on  the  arrival  of  the  year  of  jubilee  was 
in  duty  bound  to  return  to  his  patrimonial  possession 
so  that  his  family  might  not  be  lost  in  Israel,  while 
the  heathen  bondman  was  at  liberty  to  do  as  he 
])ledscd.  The  mere  silence  of  one  passage  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  restrict  the  unqualified  command,  "  "\'e  shall 
proclaim  liberty  throughout  the  land,  to  alt  the  inha- 
bitants tiicreof.""  Indeed  so  far  as  personal  liberty  is 
concerned  we  do  not  see  how  this  could  apply  to  any 
other  than  heathen  bondmen,  for  no  others  were  in 
fact  to  be  deprived  of  it.     See  Lev.  25  :  39. 
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g&td  to  their   treatment  of  each   other  in  ijknov^ledpfe.     Bui  the  prophet's  eye  discov- 
!h««9  respects.  I  ered    under   all   this   sanctity    "the  fist  of 

But  supjwsc  vre  should  i(rant  to  profess- 1!  wickedness."  and  lie  commands  them  in  the 
»d  Christians  the  same  superiority  over  name  of  the  Lord,  instead  of  "bowinjrthe 
pagpans.  which  the  Hebrews  enjoyed  in  re-  liead  like  a  bulrush,  '  to  '•  loose  the  hands  of 
gard  to  the  neiii^hborinor  nations.  Would  !  wickedness" — to  "  ui\do  the  heavy  burdens, 
the  planters  hold  their  slaves  by  the  He-  — to  let  the  oppressed  go  free" — yea,  "to 
brew  laws  t  First,  they  must  release  all  bkrak  every  yokk."  What!  rRE.\K  the 
those  who  had  not  witliin  fifty  years  sold  ,  old  yokes? — the  yokes  "  e/ilaiird''  upon 
themselves  or  consented  to  serve  as  bond- lithe  present  generation? — turn  loose  an  ig- 
men  on  certain  conditions.  Ne.xt,  they,norant  and  degraded  population/ — eman- 
must  not  hold  as  a  bondman  any  professor  cipate  all  the  slaves  at  once,  "  without  re- 
ef the  Christian  religion.  Again,  a  right  i  ^rard  to  consequences  .^"  Yes.  and  the  pro- 
!<■)  the  parent  could  give  no  right  to  the  phet  tells  us  what  will  be  the  consccpiences. 
ehild  except  by  the  consent  of  the  parent:  "Then  sti.all  thy  light  bre.\k  forth 
during  the  child's  minority.  And  again,  i  as  the  morni.sg,  and  thy  health  shall 
the  master  could  not  sell  his  bond  man  iispring  forth  speedily."  "'f  hen  shah  thou 
without  his  consent.  And  after  all,  if  thejicall  and  the  Lord  shall  answer."  "  If  thou 
bondman  should  flee  from  his  master  to  i take  awav  from  the  midst  of  thee  the  yoke, 
the  protection  of  some  of  our  northen  states,  and  the  putting  forth  of  the  finger,  [let  the 
it  would  not  be  lawful  for  us  to  yield  him;, people  of  the  North  mind  that]  and  S])eak- 
up  to  his  ma.ster.  We  confidently  ask  lhe;iing  vanity,  »  *  *  *  ^^^^^  shall  thy 
slaveholders  of  the  south.  Will  you  \\iXo-^i\'Hght  rise  in  obscurity,  and  thy  darhiess 
the  Hebrew  slave  laws,  instead  of  ihos^ „shn!l  he  as  noon-day:'  Aye,  "and  they 
which  you  yoarselves  have  framed  for  the;  that  shall  be  of  thee  shall  build  the  olu 
^ecurity  of  what  you  call  your  iionwslic  waste  places ^  Let  the  slave  holders  look 
relations?  If  you  will,  we  promise  not  to  :  round  upon  their  desolate  fields  and  decay- 
trouble  you  further  with  our  sort  of  aboli-  ed  habitations  and  ruinous  louns,  and  re- 
tion.  member  this. 

But  the  jealousy  with  which  human  But  we  must  hasten  to  the  New  Testa- 
rights  are  guarded  in  the  word  of  God  i.>i;ment.  The  doctrine  of  human  rights  there 
obvious  from  the  w-hole  tenor  of  the  Old  ;  inculcated  is  irreconcilably  opposed  to  the 
Te^itament  history  as  ^vell  as  the  prophe-j  ^vhole  system  of  laws  by  "which  American 
eies.  Oppression  was  the  sin  which  fre-i  slavery' is  continued.  '"Thou  shah  love 
quently  brought  down  the  Divine  wrath;  thy  neighbor  as  thyself,"  says  the  Divine 
upon  the  nations — Jews  as  well  as  Gentiles,  j  expounder  of  the  moral  law.  "  "  Thou  rnay- 
The  Jews  themselves  were  devoted  to  de-,  est  scourge  thy  neighbor,  for  no  fauit,  on 
struction  because  they  would  not  observe;  the  bare  back  as  long  as  thoti  pleasest,  pro- 
Ih©  humane  limitation  of  their  law  in  re-  vided  life  be  not  taken  nor  limb  broken," 
gard  to  the  servitude  of  their  brethren.  Jer.  says  the  American  slave  law — "Aye.  and 
34:  17.  take  life  too.  if  no  ichite  man  see  thee!" 

"Woe  unto  them  that  decree  unright-  "  Whatsoever  )-e  would  that  men  should 
eous  decrees."  .snys  the  prophet  Isaiah,  i  Jo  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them."  says  the  * 
"and  that  write  grievousness  which  they  '  Savior.  Yes, the  slave  holder  replies,*!  will 
hare  prescrilwd;  to  turn  aside  the  needy  mlo  to  my  slave  as  I  would  wish  my  slave- 
from  judgaient,  and  to  take  away  the  right  ij  to  do  to  "me  if  he  were  the  master  aiid  I  the 
from  the  poor  of  my  people  that  widows;; slave.  The  command  was  not  intended /o- 
may  be  their  prey,  and  that  they  may  rob  i^,,,,;,-,,^  the  relation  of  master  and  slave, 
the  fatherless!"  If  this  does  not  describe ^  i,ut  merrlv  to  resxulaie  the  relative  duties. 
ihe  slave-holders  of  the  present  day,  it  is ,  And  any  robber,  whatever,  might  as  well 
impossible  to  describe  them.  say  the  ".same.      Common   sense    exclaims. 

Isaiah,  in  his  58th  chapter,  utters  the  "If  /  were  retained  as  a  slave, — a  piece  of 
most  terrible  denunciation  against  the  house  ;)rrtprr/7/,  under  any  treatment,  1  should 
of  Jacob.  Whr\l  was  their  sin?  Had  they  think  myself  injured,  therefore  I  will  not 
forsaken  the  worship  of  God  ?  No.  They  ;  hold  a  slave.  If  the  golden  rule  does 
fasted  abundantly,  and  afflicted  their  souls,  not  forbid  the  enslavement  of  men,  un- 
a»d  wondered  that  God  did  not  see  nor  take  t;  convicted  of  crime,  upon  earth,  then,  for  any 
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law  there  to  the  contraiy,  there  may  bernot  blasphemed."  The  apostle  settles  b« 
slavery  in  heaven — and  all  the  infernal  ap-Pquestion  of  right  here  ;  but  urges  obedience 
paratus   for   extorting  reluclnnt  labor  may  [even  to  tlie  5ucrilicc  of  personal  rights,  that 

the  gohipol  may  not  be  hindered.  "  And 
they  that  have  believing  masters,  let  them 
not  despise  them  because  they  are  brethren, 
but  rather  do  them  service.''  And  why? 
Because  the  maslers  could  if  they  pleased 


be  there  too  !  !  It  is  not  in  the  power  oi 
language  human  ur  divine  to  express  a 
stronger  moral  guarantee  of  freedom  than 
the  golden  rule. 

Does  the    New    Testament    any    where 


command  the  involuntary  servant  to  obey  compel  their  services?  No;  but  because 
his  master,  because  the  latter  has  a  right  they  arc  faithful  and  beloved,  partakers  of 
to  hisservices.or  a  property  in  him?  Never. ;  the  bi-nefit."  'J'he  apologists  for  sin  are 
It  commands  the  endurance  of  injuries  lor  j  mistaken  in  their  text.  It  is  as  much  n«  if 
the  gospel's  sake  But  it  enjoins  upon  all ;  the  apostle  had  said,  "  Bondmen,  when  your 
masters  to  give  unto  their  servants  that  niastcrs  become  Christians  you  will  be  Ireed 
which  is  JUST  and  tiiiiAL.  It  counsels'  from  compulsion  of  course,  but  do  not  on 
slaves  to  use  their  liberiy,  if  they  can  that  account  withdraw  from  their  business, 
get  it.  1  but  rather  still  continue  to  do  them  service 

The  apostle  Paul    was  so  confident  that  j  from  Christian  love.*  They  arc  "  faithful," 
Philemon,  who  had  doubtless  been  convert- 1  and  you  will  not  be  losers. 
ed  duriHg  the  absence  of  his   slave  Onesi-        But  it  is  said,   "  Christ  and  his  apostles 


mus,  would  make  tl.e  hitler  a  free  man  on 
his  return,  that  he  sent  back  Onfsimus  to 
him  for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  Phile- 
mon the  plgasure  of  manumiting  him  vol- 
untarily. He  exhorts  Philemon  to  receive 
Onesimus,  not  as  a  serrayit,  but  as  a  hroiher 


did  not  preach  the  inunediate  abolition  of 
slavery' ;  they  left  the  gospel  to  work  its  way 
against  slavery  silently  and  gradually."  In 
reply  to  this  we  have  but  to  ask  one  or  two 
questions. 

Was  one  sixth  part  of  the  .Tcwi??h  nation 


ijcloved,  both  in  the  flesh,  and  in  the  Lord,  j^  held  by  the  rest  as  mere  merchantable  stock 
And  this  he  does  fpr  love's  sake,  though  if  when  Christ  appeared?  Did  the  apostles 
he  had  pleased  he  might  have  commanded  travel  in  any  country  where  half  the  people 
it  as  a  matter  of  right*  With  all  the  cour-J  might  not  assemble  to  hear  them  preach, 
tesy  which  the  apostle  shows  to  this  con-  nor  be  taught  to  read  one  of  their  epistles? 
verted  slave-holder,  we  have  a  distinct  re- j.  Did  hundreds  of  the  churches  planted  by 
cognition  of  the  right  of  the  slave  to  his  j|  them,  in  their  dav  contain  members,  who 
liberty,  and  a  broad  hint  that  slave-holdingj;  owned  large  plantations  cultivated  by  slaves, 
is  as  "  vnfroJiiahU',''  as  it  is  wrong.  What!  who  wdled  their  slaves  to^  their  children, 
would  an  American  slaveholder  say  upon  ,  luiving  kept  them  ignorant  of  letters  accord, 
receiving  such  a  letter  by  the  hand  of  a;  jng  to  law  ?  If  this  was  not  the  case,  then  it 
runaway  slave  ?  Would  he  not  think  it  an  is  phiin  whv  thcv  .spent  their  main  force  up- 
ofhcious  meddling  with  the  'delicate  ques- ;  on  the  prominent  sins  of  their  time,  leaving 
tion  ?"     Would  he  not  be  very  likely  to  dc 


us  to  apply  the  great  principles  of  the  mo- 
ral law,  which  they  h;*d  inculcated  in  gene- 
ral terms,  to  the  abolition  of  American  sliu 
very. 

♦  Let  it  be  understood  that  we  have  not  a  word  of 

1  censure  for  those  mnstecs  who  disavow  compulsion, 

and  merely  receive  the  service  of  those  who  obey  the 


stroy  the  incendiary  letter,  call  the  writer  a 
fool  for  his  pains,  and  after  flogging  Onesi- 
rcus,  in  terrorem,  sell  him  tothe  speculators, 
lest  he  should  spoil  the  other  slaves  with  his 
new  notions  ? 

But  the  slaveholders  refer  us  to  I  Tim.  6  : 
1.      The  apostle  there  sbvs,  and  so  snv  we,  i  ^''''^,T  "f  the/postle.     Such  masters  mny  be  pretty 
y  '  '    '  J    '  '  well  known  from  their  not  havmg  ovtraeers,  arme* 

"  L,et  as  many  servants  as  are  under  the  ;  with /ns/c*/*,  a'irA-*,  ir/iipj,&c.  and  from  theirnotuain^ 
yoke,  [slaves  like  their  own,  they  under,  i  any  thing  of  thai  kind  themselvfp.  They  never  ad- 
stand,  of  course,]  coiuit  their  own  masters  ST""'  ^'  ^"""^^-V^  '  "".^  ^aise  money  by  selhng  off 

'        /•    11  1  1)     A      I       1      1    T>  niuman  Stock  to  the  speculators. 

WuVthy  of  all  honor.  And  why?  Because-  A  caviller  may  perhaps  say,  "  Your  reasoning  here 
the  masters  really  deserve  it?  Because  they  '  '"akes  the  Apostle  contradict  himself,  for  in  anotkor 
I  •    L  ^  .     •  "i  X-  1    .1  '  i  place  he  snys,    'If  thou  mnyest  l>e  made  free;  use  it 

have  a  right  to  it  .'No,— mark  the  reason— I  ^^ther.'  Not  at  all:  for  the  service  of  a  ChHstuin 
"  that  the  name  of  God  and  his  doctrine  be};  master  for  love's  sake  i#  using  liberty.     But  tk« 

. . i^  Apostle  referred  to  another  sort  of  masters;  and  by 

♦  Ti  a*7,Kov,  wkich  is  reudcretl  eonvenitnt,  Phil.  ['  comparing  the  t\*o  t«xts  we  l«arn  that  serrants  wera 
8.  might  properly  b«  rendered  riicA*,  as  will  appear  C  faithfully  to  Btrte  their  masters  till  they  could  •btMa 
from  companngEpb.  6  :  4,  and  Col.  3:  18,  where  tboj  their  treedoin  of  whioh  th«y  were  gla<ily  to  »»•• 
same  wvril  o^eur*.  '  th«u»elTee. 


or  sLAvs-noLDiNo.  2i 

But  what  if  Christ  and  his  apostles  werejtory.  We  say,  and  we  say  it  truly,  that 
on  earth  now?  Would  tlicy  apologize  for ''God  designed  men  to  govern  themselves, 
slaveholders?   Would  t!i!!y  preach  smooth-  |  But  there  is  nothing  which  does  so  much 

ly  ?  Would  they  shun  til"  wrongs  and  woes  I  tliwart    this    purpose, there    is    nothing 

o{  two  milUons  of  oppres.-<ed  brethren,  as  a  j  which  brings  so  much  scorn  upon  our  in- 
subject  "too  dolicato"  for  public  discussion?  I  stitulions,  as  our  hypocrisy  in  holding 
Would  they  talk  about  a  slaveholding,  cast-  ''slaves.  We  are  a  scandal  to  tlie  cause  of 
loving  prejudice  as  beiuii  iicyond  the  power  1}  republicanism,  imd  unless  we  repent  and 
of  the  gospel  to  correct  ?  Those  ministers  j  reform,  we  shall  ruin  the  noble  experiment 
of  the  gospel  who  do  not  cry  aloud  against  which  God  has  entrusted  us  to  make, — 
the  injustice  that  is  doiic  to  their  colored  j  we  shall  prore  traitors  to  the  high  hopes  of 
brethren,  both  at  the  North  and  at  the  {a  tyrant  ridden  world. 
South,  and  who  refuse  to  pray  for  them;  The  history  of  our  diplomacy  shows, 
from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  we  must  say,  do  i  that  we  have  not  only  trodden  down  the 
not  declare  the  w/io/e  counsel  of  God.  We '  rights  of  our  colored  brethren  at  home, 
would  not  be  censorious,  !)ut  we  must  call !  but  we  have  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way 
their  attention  to  the  curse  of  the  compas- jof  their  liberty  abroad.  We  refused  to  re- 
sionate  Savior  upon  those  who  tithed  mint  ij  cognize  the  independence  of  Hayti,  for  no 
and  cummiji  and  all  manner  of  herbs,  and  i  reason  but  that  its  inhabitants  are  black  ; 
neglected  the  weightier  matters  of  justice,  land  hence,  a  recognition  of  their  nationality, 
mercy,  and  faith.  The  Bible  has  turned  ;|  might  have  a  bearing  upon  "  the  delicate 
the  darkness  in  which  the  Savior  found  the  I  question  !"  We  have  frowned  upon  the 
world  into  noon-day.  There  is  no  hiding  !j  rising  republics  of  the  ^oni\^,  because  they 
place  now  for  oppression.  The  rights  «'i\  freed  /ketr  slaves  !  Ah!  we  could  forgive 
man  are  written  upon  the  broad  firmament  jthem  any  fault  but  that !  Their  consistency 
in  sun  beams.  He  who  can  make  mer-,:with  their  principles  has  turned  owr  bro- 
chandize  of  his  brotlier,  id  this  time  of  day,i}therly  kindness  into  vinegar  and  gall.  In- 
deals  murderously  with  his  conscience,  jj stead  of  welcoming  them  to  the  floor  of  na- 
He  who  can  plead  scripture  for  the  deed,  |jtions,  with  open  hand  and  outstretched  arm, 
mocks  Jehovah,  and  impudently  flings  back  Jin  the  sight  of  all  Europe,  as  we  should 
His  commandments  in  His  face  !  ij otherwise  have  been  pi-oud  to  do,  we  slirunk 

7.  We  are  the  more  guilty  in  our  5/ave- i  back  and  aped  the  prudishness  of  "7?mje5/y," 
holding  for  being  republicans.  ijiind  were  only  drawn  along  to  a  recogai- 

We  declared  most  solemnly  when  our  Ition   in  the  wake  of  royal  England,  by  a 

political  liberty  was  at  stake,  "that  all  men  'i  consideration  oi^  dollars  and  cents  !  !  Alas  ! 

are  created  equal  ;   that  they  are  endowed:! for  the  chivalry  of  Bolivar!     It  was  tar- 

by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  Inished  with  the  vulgar  humanity  of  negro 

rights  ;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  ;  emancipation. 

and  the  pursuit  of  happiness."     We  take  ^;      8.    All  excuse  is  taken  away  from   our 

glory  to  ourselves  among   the  nations  forH*'",   by  the  fact  that    emanc/jxition,  having 

this'declaratiim.     But  the  more  than  hnli'.ibeen  tried  in  various  instances  and  on  large 

a  million   of  slaves  that  then  existed   xG-\bodies  of  men,  has  uniformly  been  found  io 

reived  not  the   benefit  of  it.     'J'hey  have|]^e  67jy6. 

given  birth  to  two  millions,  and  we  as  a  na- 1      Our  limits  forbid  us  to  enlarge  on   this 

tion  have  grown  rich,  and  in  a  degree  by  'point.     Honest  men  believe  that  honesty 

their  unrecompensed  toil.      We  still  boast  ■]  is  the  best  policy.   But  the  common  run  of 

of  our   declaration   of  inalienable    rights,  ijxditicians  have  inverted  the  maxim.   Witb 

and  hold  it  up  as  self  evident  truth — in  ro-|]them,  policy  is  the  best  honesty.     When 

gard  to  ourselves,  to  the  least  iota.   But  still 'j  they  are   urged  to  do  a  humane  or  a  right 

when  the  bondman  pleads  if,  we  begin  toijthing,  they  must  stop,  of  course,  to  inquire 

make  exceptions, — we  stammer, — we  pre- 1|  how  it  will  aflTect  their  own  interests.*  And 

varicate, — we    play   the    hypocrite!     Thctf — 

wrongs    which  we    daily    fitrpetrate  upon?.     *  '^''' T  ^'T^u'r°''^H''VJr''.T,JZw?rB*'fol 
c  J     r~   I  I  coTnv»nsatx(m  shonia  bt  made  to  tno  ("Inveriomcm  Jor 

colored  Americans,  are  mcoraparably  great- ^  the  property  of  which  an  act  of  abolition  woukl  (k- 

er  than  those,  to  redress  which,  our  father*  j^prive  thenv     Bnt  if  the  slaveB  are  not  their  prop^ty, 

banded  together,  with  sw«rd«  in  th«ir  hand., « -^^  tiV;:i-;yLT.T^^^ 

pledged  never  to  *be«th  thtna  but  with  tM-  |s^  c»b«ki«i  jp-*w  &9\.  ot  aa  Mi  •(  t^ti  jw«ic«  k>  ^ 
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if  the  prospect  should  not  be  flaitering  \n\\obstacles  to  emancipation — obstacles  creat- 
lh«t  direction,  they  forthwith  sec  a  miilti-!!ed  and  sustained  by  the  slaveholders  them- 
todo  of  evil  consequences,  like  hungry  j  selves.  How  does  it  operate  ?  By  trans- 
hons,  in  the  way.  Vha  moment  that  the j  porting  those  who  are  already  free,  or  such 
equitable  diseutliralmenl  of  /«'c»  jni/Z/ons  of  slaves  us  the  masters  may  plea«e  to  send 
eUves  is  spoken  ol',  they  see  visions  of  pil-i  across  the  Atlantic, — an  operation  which 
Jageand  murder,  bloody  bones  and  mangled^:  they  themselves  confess  is  adapted  to  give 
carcases,  from  one  end  of  the  land  to  the  strength  and  permanence  to  the  system  of 
other.  Wild  an:irchy  and  grisly  famine,  slavery  by  removing  the  principal  distur- 
slalk  together  over  tlie  ruins  of  our  great-;  bers  of  it.*  At  the  same  time  they  "  hope" 
ness.  And  all  this  from  the  simple  fact  of  that  the  planters  will  become  so  much 
restoring  to  a  portion  of  the  people  their  enamored  of  the  scheme,  as  to  carry  it  be- 
"  inalienable  right"  to  be  governed  by  the  yond  the  stage  at  which  it  will  only  strenth- 
same  laws  as  the  rest.  en   slavery — that  they  will  even   manumit 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  not  a  solitary  fact'  the  entire  mass  of  their  slaves,  gradually, 
in  the  history  of  the  past  goes  to  warrant  j^and  permit  them  to  be  sent  out  of  the  eoun- 
any  such  frightful  apprehensions.  This  try!!  In  seventeen  years,  by  this  plan,  as 
maybe  seen  by  those  who  will  take  the. |  many  slaves  have  been  transported  to  Afri- 
trouble  to  examine  the  publications  of  thej  ca  as  are  bom  in  two  or  three  days  ;  and 
▼  arious  anti-slavery  societies  of  England;  hence  it  is  thought  to  be  a  \CTy  practicable 
»nd  America,  and  especially  a  pamphlet  by'  ph^n  !  Nothing  but  a  blinding  and  wicked 
Thomas  Clarkson,  giving  a  history  of  all  ;  prejudice  against  the  people  of  color,  could 
the  cases  that  have  occurred.  i  hide  the  absurd  and  talse  assumptions  of  this 


9.  The  grecitncss  of  our  gui/t  is  proved  by 
the  very  ukmkdy,  which  has  been  proposed 
for  tJie  evil. 

The  whole  community  has  become  so 
steeped  to    the    core   in   this   iniquity,  that 


scheme. 

I  1.  It  is  not  true  that  the  residence  o(  the 
I  free  blacks  here  is  an  obstacle  to  emancipa- 
jtion.     There  are,   it  is  true,  penalties  at- 

tached   to   emancij)ation    in    many   of  the 


many  who  would  reform  it,  dare  not  speak  |i  states,  and  colonization,  it  is  said,  enables 
against  it  in  audible  tones.  Some  reform- 1  those  who  are  so  disposed  to  evade  these 
crs  of  this  stam[),  a  few  years  ago,  cast  j  laws.  But  will  a  majority  of  the  people 
about  for  the  best  plan  of  operations  for  the  !i  ^iio  make  the  law,  enter  into  any  scheme 
removal   of  slavery.     They   hit  upon  one  h  to  evade  the  law  ? 

which  has  been  quite  popular.  And  what,!  o.  'j'^e  liberation  of  slaves  on  condition 
does  it  amount  to  ?    A  plan  for  avoiding  the  i  of  going  to  Liberia,  is  not  emancii)ation  but 

T  T  11  1-       ■         rr~|iea;j7e. 

slave,  we  say  the  people  ought  to  relieve  it,  and  for  i       „     ,„,      ^  ,   .■  r  »        n  • 

this  purpose  should  be  faxed  in  proportion  to  their  ll  3.  1  he  transportation  of  a  part  will  lie. 
share  of  the  plunder.  For  ourselves  we  are  wilhng  ilvitably  mnke  those  who  remain  more  valu- 
to  pay  more  than  our  (<hare  Uut  in  all  honesty,  let|:.,,^|^  of  course  the  masters  will  be  less  dis- 
K\c  slave  i   claim  In:  Hf\.UvA  first.     Let   tln' hooty  be  ,  ' 

restored   to  its  true  owner  and  let  the  prineiple  ofjjposed  to  spare  them. 

"  honor  among  thieves"  do  its  work  afterwards.  Weil  4.  To  reduce  the  mass  of  the  slaves, 
Kdauf reSel^atrin^rfSeSt'^iji'nore  tlian  the  annual  increase  must  be  ta- 
moral  attack  upon  slavery.  The  impiety  of  hiring  Ij  ken  olt  ,  but  this  would  be  certain  ruin  tO 
sinners  to  repent  is  only 'equalled  hy  its  ab.surdity.:Wlje  colony.  Indeed  we  mav  sav  on  the 
To  those  whose  minu.s  are  troul)led  with  the  elaiin  of  I  ,       ■       ,i     '•,      .i     .  ^u  '  \     c'  >     e 

oompcnsaiion,  we  would  reconimeud  the  following  |l  bestauthority,  that  the  removal  of  one  out  of 
illustratioii,  borrowed  from  a  British  abolitionist  :  — l!  one  hundred  of  the  annual  increase  for  the 
"Suppose  now,  that  an  Irish  pauper,  in  the  days  '}]^^^  ^^^^r  or  two,  has  ruined  the  colony  al- 
when  Insliinen  workcil  thfir  horses  by  the  tails,  bad  n  i*      •,-  i     .  i  ■  i  ,     i  •       j    "i  •    i 

been  interfered  with  by  the  parish  otlicers  with  a 'j  ready,  if  that  may  be  said  to  bc  ruiiied  which 

Tiew  to  put  an  end  to  his  barbarous  practice,  and  had  |i  had   never  been   established  except  in  ima- 

answered,    '  If  your  honors  stop  my  allowance  till  1 1,  ,rination 

give  over  working  my  horse  by  the  tail,  I  hope  you  ^lo     '  ' 

mean  to  pay  me  what  I  gave  for  him,  and  allow  meij       5.     1  he   scheme    contemplates    no  aglta- 

to  irork  him  in  harnesn  besides.'     This  is  :i  fair  stale-  •  jjon  of  the   "  delicate  question"  of  slavery. 


ment  of  the    compensation  proposal.      Every  ^'^"'y!  ipp^p 
knows,  that   wliat  they  demand  to  be  paid  for,  is  the  j|  'l^nce^ 


mere  pleasure  of  working  by  the  tail ;  it  is  simply  the 
gratification  of  those  evil  lusts  and  passions,  which 
eaa  be  gratified  under  a  system  of  slavery,  and  can- 
a<A  be  gratified  so  well  under  a  system  of  free 
UJbor." 


6.  It  uses  no  moral  influence  against  the 


♦  Mat.  4  :  6. 

*  See  African  Repository,  Vol.  1.  page  227  and  15th 
1  Am.  Report  Archer's  Speech. 
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eystem,  ao  that  slaveholder*  may  patronize':  Who  is  it  that  inquires  what  plati  we  pro- 
it,  if  they  pleasr.  altogether  to  promote  sla-  'i  pose  7  Has  he  a  conscience  ?  Has  he  warm 
very.  Thus  it  becomes,  at  best,  a  plan  fori  blood  in  his  veins  ?  Has  he  a  fibre  that  is 
the  abolition,  not  oi^slavei-y,  but  of  slaves, — :  lumian  in  him?  Nature  cries  out  with  ten 
or  rather  of  A/rtcA:  slaves, — or  more  proper- i  thousand  tongues — the  very  stones  of  the 
\y  stiU,  of  free  blacks.  j:  street  crv    out— AHOLISH    THE    SYS- 

'  7.  It  undertakes  to  unite  the  very  ele-llTEM!  CEASE  TO  STEAL  THE  IM- 
ments  of  discord,  without  changing  theirj  ACE  OF  GOD!  Let  us  join  the  chorus, 
character, — to  compromise  the  most  oppo-; — that  is  all, — let  us  join  the  mighty  cho- 
site  principles.  It  yokes  philanthropists]  rus,  till  the  nerves  of  the  oppressor  tremble, 
and  slaveholders  to  the  same  car.  The  lat|,till  his  grasp  relax  from  the  throat  of  our 
fer  wish  to  draw  it  moderately  ;  the  former  j;  BROTHER. 

will  have  worked  in  vain,  if  they  do  not  runj|  

away  with  it ;   but  practically  ilie  car  isnot||  ^^^  ^..      SOUTH    WEST 

likely  to  be  drawn  fast  enough  for  the  pur-^  LETTERS  I<  ROM  THE  SOUiii  Wb»l 
pose  even  of  the  slaveholder. 

8.  The  action  of  the  plan  upon  the  free 
is  altogether  uncalled  for,  and  is  regarded 
by  them  as  cruel  and  abusive. 

What  can  be  stronger  proof  of  the  deep 


TO  MR.  TAPPAN. 

LETTER    I. 

Natchez,  183^?. 


"  So  I  rehirned,  and  considered  all  the 
opprfssions  that  are  done  under  the  sun  : 
and  deadly  taint  of  slavery  throughout  thisSj^,,^  behold,  the  tears  of  such  as  were  op- 
nation,  than  the  popularity  of  such  a  pl^n  ?||^,-f  ,,-^//  and  they  had  no  comforter  ;  and 
and  the  universal  justification  of  it  on  thejlg^j  //,^  ^yig  of  ikeir  oppressors  there  was 
ground  that  our  prejudices  against  the  co-l  ^,^^,^.f  ;• ;  /,„/  tJieij  had  no  comforter.'" 
lored  race  are  too  strong  ever  to  be  con-!  Jt  }^^^  been  almost  four  years  since  I 
quered  ?  licame  to  the  south   west;  and  although  I 

We  have  not  brought  into  view  the  pre- 1[  have  been  told  from  month  to  month,  that 
tence  that  the  removal  of  our  colored  po-  j  I  should  soon  wear  ofl'  my  northern  preju- 
pulaiion  will  evangelize  and  civilize  Afri-||  (Ji,.eK,  and  probably  have  slaves  of  my  own; 
ca.  If  there  be  any  force  in  this  plea  fori;  yet  my  judo-ment  in  regard  to  oppression, 
colonization,  it  shows  still  more  clearly  our  i  or  my  prejudices,  if  any  are  pleased  so  to 
wickedness  in  trampling  down  here  not  on- 1  call  tliem,  remain  vvith  me  still.  I  judge 
ly  human  beings,  but  the  very  salt  of  the  ;  still  from  those  princiiJes  which  were  fixed 
human  race — men  who  are  qualified  for  the  j-  [y^  ^y  mind  at  the  north  ;  and  a  residence 
grandest  moral  achievements.  lat    thf   south,    has   not  enabled   me   so  to 

Finally,  if  our  view  of  this  subject  be  cor- j!  pervert  truth,  as  to  make  injustice  appear 
rect,  whatever  may   be   said  of  slavery  in  j[  justice. 

the  abstract,  or  of  slavery  as  it  existed  in  1:  I  have  studied  the  state  of  things  here, 
ancient  times,  or  as  it  may  exist  in  any  sup- 1  now  for  years,  coolly  and  deliberntely,  with 
posable  case,  slavery,  as  it  actually  does  ex- j;  the  eye  of  an  uninterested  looker  on  ;  and 
ist,  in  republican.  Christian  America,  is  ajj  hence  I  may  not  be  altogether  unprepared 
soul  murdering  sin  ; — it  is  the  consumma-|  to  state  to  you  some  facts,  and  to  draw  con- 
tion  of  all  that  is  atrocious  and  cruel  andhclusions  from  them. 

mean  in  the  violation  of  human  rights !  It|!  Permit  me  then  to  relate  what  I  have 
is  not  a  thing  to  be  treated  "  delicately,"  to  i  seen,  and  do  not  imagine  that  these  are  all 
be  kept  out  of  sight,  to  be  nursed  with  apo-i|  exceptions   to  the   general   treatment;  but 


logics,  and  pruned  with  expedients.  It  is 
tyranny,  fierce  and  relentless,  not  in  the 
distant  thunders  of  a  throne,  but  brought 
home  to  the  "business  and  bosoms,"  the 
bodies  and  souls,  of  two  millions  of  our  bre- 
thren,  in  blasting,  scorching,  scathing  ener- 
gy, by  ever  present  despots.     It  is  the  ty 


rather  believe  that  thousands  of  cruelties 
are  practised  in  this  Christian  land,  every 
year,  which  no  eye  that  ever  shed  a  tear  of 
pity  could  look  upon. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  I  made  an  excur- 
sion into  the  country  to  the  distance  of  some 
twenty  miles.     And  as  1  was  passing  by  a 


ranny  of  a  proud  and  haughty  nation,  bear-  cotton  field  where  about  fifty  negro(!S  were 
ing  down  upon  a  feeble,  speechless  minori-(^at  work,  I  was  inclined  to  stop  by  the  road 
ty,  in  the  spirit  of  reckless  prejudice  and  j;  side  to  view  a  scene  which  Avas  then  new  to 
meaa  hypocrisy.  |i  me.     While  I  was  in  my  mind,  comparing 
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this  mode   of  labor  with   that  of  iny  o\vn  li  planter  of  my  acquaintance   with  whom  1 


native  place,  I  heard  the  driver  with  a 
rough  oatli,  order  one  tliiU  was  near  him, 
who  seemed  to  be  laboring  to  the  extent  of 
his  power,  to  "  lie  down."  In  a  moment 
he  was  obeyed;  and  he  commenced  whip- 


passed  the  night.  At  about  8  o'clock  in 
the  evening  1  heard  the  barking  of  several 
dogs,  mingled  with  the  most  agonizing 
cries  that  I  ever  heard  from  any  human 
being.     Soon  after  the  gentleman  came  in, 


ping  the  olTender  upon  his  naked  back,  and|jand  began  to  apologize,  by  saying  that  two 
continued   to   the  amount  of  about  twenty  Ij  of  his  runaway  skives  had  justbeen  brought 


lashes,  with  a  heavy  ruw-hide  whip,  the 
crack  of  wiiich  minht  have  been  beard 
more  than  half  a  mile.  Nor  did  the  females 
escape.  For  although  1  stopjied  scarcely 
fifteen  minutes,  no  less  then  three  were 
whipped  in  the  same  manner  ;  and  that  so 
severely,  I  was  strongly  inclined  to  in- 
terfere. 

You  may  be  assured,  sir,  that  I  remained 
not  unmoved.  I  could  no  longer  look  on  such 
cruelty  ;  but  turned  away  and  rode  on  while 
the  echos  of  the  lash  were  reverberating  in 
the  woods  around  me.  Such  scenes  have 
long  since  become  familiar  to  me.  But 
then  the  full  eflect  was  not  lost ;  and  1  shall 
never  forget  to  my  latest  day,  tlie  mingled 
feelings  of  pity,  horror  and  indignation  that 
took  possession  of  my  mind.  1  involunta- 
rily exclaimed,  ()  God  of  my  fathers!  how 
dost  thou  permit  such  things  to  defile  our 
land!  be  merciful  to  us!  and  visit  us  not 
in  justice,  for  all  our  iniquities  and  the 
iniquities  of  our  fathers  ! 

As  I  passed  on  I  soon  found  that  I  had 
escaped  from  one  horrible  scene  only  to 
witness  another.  A  planter  with  whom  I 
was  well  acquainted,  had  caught  a  negro 
without  a  pass.  And  at  the  moment  I  was 
passing  by,  he  was  in  t!)e  act  of  fastening! 
his  feet  and  hands  to  the  trees,  having  pre 


home,  and  as  he  had  previously  tried  every 

I  species  of  punishment  upon  them  without 

j  effect,   he  knew  not  what  el.'-e  to  add  except 

!to  set  his  blood  hounds  upon  them    "  And," 

continued   he,   "  one  of  them  has  been   so 

badly  bitten  that  he  has  been  trying  to  die. 

I  am  only  sorry  that  he  did   not ;  for  then 

I   should  not   have  been    further  troubled 

with  him.      If  he  lives  I  intend  to  sencf  him 

to  Natchez  or  to  New  Orleans  to  Avork  with 

the  ball  and  chain." 

From  this  last  remark  I  understood  that 
private  individuals  have  the  right  of  thus 
subjecting  their  unmanageable  slaves.  I 
have  since  seen  numbers  of  these  "  ball  and 
chain"  men,  both  in  Natchez  and  New  Or- 
leans, but  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
were  any  among  tbem  except  the  state  con- 
victs. 

As  the  summer  was  drawing  towards  a 
close,  and  the  yellow  fever  beginning  to 
prevail  in  town,  I  went  to  reside  some 
months  in  the  country.  This  was  the  cot- 
ton picking  season,  during  w^hich  the  plant- 
ers say,  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for 
flogging  than  at  any  other  time.  And  I 
can  assure  you  that  as  1  have  set  in  my 
window  night  after  night  while  the  cotton 
was  being  weighed,  1  have  heard  the  crack 
of  the  Avhip,   without   much   intermission, 


viously  made  him  take  off  all  his  clothing II for  a  whole  hour,  from  no  less  than  th 


except  his  trowsers.  When  he  had  sulli 
ciently  secured  tliis  poor  creature,  he  beat 
him  for  several  nunules  with  a  green  switch 
more  than  six  feet  long ;  while  lie  was 
writhing  with  anguish,  endeavoring  in 
vain  to  break  the  cords  with  which  he  was 
bound,  and  incessantly  crying  out.  Lord 
master  !  Do  pardon  me  this  time !  Do 
master,  have  mercy.'  These  expressions 
have  recurred  to  me  a  thousand  times  since, 
and  although  they  came  from  one,  that  is 
not  considered  among  the  sons  of  men,  yet 
I  think  they  are  well  w-orthy  of  remem- 
brance, as  they  might  lead  a  wise  man  to 
consider  whether  such  shall  receive  mercv 


plantations,  some  of  which  were  a  full  mile 
distant. 

I  found  that  the  slaves  were  kept  in  the 
field  from  daylight  until  dark,  and  then  if 
they  had  not  gathered  what  the  master  or 
overseer  thought  sufficient,  they  were  sub- 
jected to  the  lasli. 

Many  by  such  treatment  are  induced  to 
run  away  and  take  up  their  lodging  in  the 
vvoods.  I  do  not  say  that  all  who  run  away 
are  thus  closely  pressed.  But  I  do  know- 
that  many  do  ;  and  I  have  known  no  less 
than  a  dozen  desert  at  a  time  from  the  same 


plantation,  in  consequence  of  the  overseer's 
forcing  them  to  work  to  the  extent  of  their 

from  the  righteous  judge,  aa  nerer  fhowtdljpower   and   then    whipping  them   for   not 

mercy  to  their  fellow  men.  Shaving  dou«  more. 

At  length   I  arriTsd  »i  ih.9  d«;«lli.".g  c^  a^     Bot  Mppoa*  that  they  run  away — wkat 
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is  to  become  of  them  in  the  forest?  If  they  jj  to  see  what  was  doing,  I  beheld  the  coro- 
eannot  steal  they  must  perish  of  hungfer — jlner  of  Natchez  with  a  number  of  men, 
if  the  nights  are  cold,  their  feet  will  bej  standing  around  the  body  of  a  young  female, 
frozen;  for  if  they  make  a  iire  they  may  ji  which  by  the  torches  seemed  altnost  per- 
be  discovered,  and  be  shot  at.  If  they  at- 'jfectly  white.  On  inquiry  I  learned  that 
tempt  to  leave  the  country,  their  chance  ofjjthc  master  had  so  unmercifully  beaten  this 
.success  is  about  nothing.  They  must  re- jj  girl  that  she  died  under  the  operation, 
turn,  be  whipped — if  old  offenders  wear  theij  And  that  also  he  had  so  severel)'-  punished 
collar,  perhaps  be  branded,  and  fere  worse!; another  of  his  slaves  that  he  was  but  ju!?t 


than  before 

Do  you  believe  it,  sir,  not  si.x  months 
since,  I  saw  a  number  of  my  Christian 
neighbors  packing  up  provisions,  as  I  sup- 


alive. 

But,  sir,  you  must  not  suppose  that  there 
aro  HO  laws  for  the  protection  of  tlie  slave. 
There  are  such  laws  ;  but  of  what  avail 


posed,  for  a  deer  hunt ,  but  as  I  was  about;, they  are,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  un- 
offering  myself  to  the  party,  I  learned  thatjderstand.  It  has  always  appeared  to  me 
their  powder  and  balls  were  destined  to  aijthat  the  masters  are  as  independent  as 
very  different  purpose;  it  was,  in  short,  though  there  were  no  other  beings  in  the 
the  design  of  the  party  to  bring  home  a  j  creation  but  their  slaves  and  themselves, 
number  of  runaway  slaves  or  to  shoot  them  ■]  And  you  know,  sir,  how  dangerous  it  would 
if  they  should  not  be  able  to  get  possession  J  be  to  entrust  unlimited  power  to  any  set  of 
of  them  in  any  other  way.  jiraen — however  upright  they  might  be  at 

You  will  ask.  Is  not  this  murder  I  Call  lithe  time — for  they  would  be  sure  to  abuse 
it,  sir,  by  what  name  you  please,  such  arejjit,  especially  if  it  had  reference  entirely  to 
the  facts — many  are  shot  every  year;  and ij their  own  interest. 

that  too  while  the  masters  say  they   treat'.      Yet  these  men  say  they  treat  their  slaves 

well  !  It  is  folly  to  use  words  without 
meaning  ;  but  I  fear,  that,  in  this  polite  age, 
we  use  too  many  words  in  a  sense  alto- 
gether different  from  their  right  meaning. 
I  have  seen  hundreds  of  slaves  treated  as 
my  cattle  and  horses  shall  never  be  treated 
with  my  consent.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say, 
that  every  one  is  branded  with  red  hot 
was  dreaming  perhaps  of  drinking  wine  j  irons,  that  every  one  is  shot,  or  that  half  of 
and  of  discussing  the  price  of  cotton.  On  ithem  are  whipped  to  death.  But  I  know 
the  next  morning  he  was  chained  in  an  that  some  of  them  are,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
immovable  posture,  and  branded  in  both  thousands  of  such  cases  have  occurred,  and 
eheeks,  with  red  hot  stamps  of  iron.  Such  ;j  will  occur  again  if  this  system  of  oppres- 
are  the  tender   mercies  of  men  who  love  Ision  is  not  broken  up. 

wealth,  and  are  determined  to  obtain  it  at  j  And  what  is  the  exact  number  of  such 
any  price.  j  deeds  that  it  is  necessary  to  present  in  or- 

Suffer  me  to  add  another  to  the  list  of  jder  to  persuade  the  people  of  New  England 
enormities,  and  I  will  not  offend  you  with  jthat  slavery  in  this  country  is  opposed  to 
"^o"^^-  'humanity  and  the  spirit  of  the  gospel?    I 

There  was,  some  time  since  brousfht  to   am  told  that  they  are  in  the  habit  of  consi- 


their  slaves  well 

But  let  me  turn  your  attention  to  another 
species  of  cruelty.  About  a  year  since,  I 
knew  a  certain  slave  who  had  deserted  his 
master,  to  be  caught  and  for  the  first  night 
fastened  in  the  stocks.  In  those  same 
stocks  from  which  at  midnight  I  have  heard 
erie.s  of  distress,  while  the  master  slept,  and 


trial  in  this  town  a  planter  residing  about 
fifteen  miles  distant,  for  whipping  his  slave 
to  death.  You  will  suppose  of  course  that 
he  was  punished.  No,  sir,  he  was  acquit- 
ted, although  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
fact.  I  heard  the  tale  of  murder  from  a 
man  who  was  acquainted  with  all  the  cir- 


dering  these  enormities  as  exceptions  to 
the  general  treatment.  Let  them  be  called 
exceptions,  or  by  any  other  name  in  the 
English  language,  enough  of  them  have 
already  defiled  the  land  to  condemn  slavery 
forever.  How  many  murders  is  it  neces- 
sary  should    occur  on    the   high    seas    to 


cumstances.  "I  was,"  said  he,  "  pa.ssingjj  make  the  term  piracy  apply  with  propriety 
along  the  road  near  the  burying  ground  j  to  such  deeds  ?  If  the  crew  of  any  vessel 
of  the  plantation,  about  9  o'clock  at  night.  Ij  plunders  another  crew  of  all  their"  effects, 
whenlsawseveral  lights  gleamingthroughijinurders  the  captain  and  some  of  the  men, 
the  woods — and  as  I  approached  in  order jj  and   treat  the  remainder  u-dl,  by  putting 
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tlu'in  to  t:('U  in  uii  open  boat,  after  having (; 
given  tluMn  eacli  a  hundred  hishcs,  shall i| 
not  these  plunderers  he  ealled  pirates — be-| 
cause  they  will  not  kill  the  whole,  but|j 
xreated  a  part  welt  /  \ 

By  this  example   you   may  under>land! 
M'luil  is  meant  by  jrood  treatment  to  slaves. j 
It  is  not  treating  them  so  badly   as  they;| 
might   lie  treated,  but  only  giving  themaj' 
hundred  lashes  each  to  show  them  the  value 
of  discipline — plundering  them  of  all  thcj 
avails   of  their  labor,  because  they  might! 
in  their  ignorance  make  a  bad  use  of  their  j 
money — (h>priving  them  of  intellectual  and  j 
moral   insiructiori,  out  of  a  tender   regard 
to  their  happiness — and  depriving  them  of 
their  liberty,  because  they  are  ignorant  and 
totally  ujifit  to  have  justice  done  them  ? 

The  truth  is  there  is  no  possible  way  of 
treating  slaves  well.     The  root  of  the  tree 
is  most  unholy,  and  all   the  branches  will 
ever  be  unalloyed  initjuity.     Then   pluck 
it  up  by  the  roots;  better  that  a   little  soil 
should  be  somewhat  moved  for  a  time,  than  I 
that  pestilence    and   death   should   devour  j 
millions  of  human  beings.     And  the  longer  j 
it  is  delayed  the   firmer  will   it  be  fixed  in  j 
the  earth,  and  the  farther  the  branches  ex- 
tend the  more  eflectually  will  they  shut  out 
the   light  of   heaven.      Cannot  justice  be 
done  in   Christian  America,  as  well  as  in 
barbarous  Africa  ?  For  fifteen  years  Africa 
has  been  looked  to  by  many  great  and  good 
men  as  the   only   hope   of  the  oppressed. 
But    fifteen   years   has    relieved  but   three 
thousand,  while  more  than  half  a   million 
have  been  horn  to  servitude. 

What  man  in  his  sober  senses  can  once 
imagine  that  it  is  within  the  range  of  pro- 
bability to  deport  to  a  foreign  land  only  the 
yearly  increase  ?  Twenty  such  colonies  as 
that  at  Liberia  could  not  receive  them.  And 
that  is  pointed  out  as  the  most  flourishing 
colony  that  has  existed  aince  the  days  of 
Queen  Dido. 

Why  then  trust  to  this  broken  reed  oil 
Egypt.  Allow  that  the  few  who  go  thither  j' 
will  he  benefited,  allow  that  throigh  their 'J 
means  Africa  will  become  christianized! 
and  the  slave  trade  ended — What  then  .^ 
Should  not  our  own  domestic  slave  trade  |i 
be  abolished  too  i*  Why  should  we  not  |: 
christianize  two  millions  in  America  asji 
well  as  the  same  number  of  the  natives  in  J! 
Africa.  In  short,  why  should  not  this; 
whole  crying  sin  be  stopped  at  once?  f. 

I  have  seen  men,  while  reading  of  fore-}' 


ing  children  from  their  jjarents  in  Afriea, 
and  of  the  awful  middle  passage,  filled  with 
the  utmost  indignation.  Do  not  these 
same  men  well  know  that  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia  thousands  are  raised  every  yt'ar 
for  sale,  and  forced  from  the  dearest  ties  of 
life,  when  they  are  sold  for  the  deadly  cli- 
mate of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana?  1  have 
seen  mothers  shudder,  while  hearing  of 
infants  being  exposed  to  the  monsters  of 
the  Ganges. 

But  ye  who  feel  for  those  that  sit  in  dark- 
ness, and  under  the  shadow  of  deatii — ye 
whose  hearts  are  by  nature  given  to  pity, 
Do  you  ever  think  that  60,000  infants  are 
every  year  in  this  happy  land  born  to 
slavery?  Born  to  learn  every  vi.-e,  to  be 
at  the  will  of  another  all  their  days,  and 
then  a  great  part  of  them  to  die  without  the 
consolations  of  religion.  Well  may  you 
weej)  for  these  unhappy  ones,  and  well 
might  you  weep  for  yourselves,  if  you 
kneu^  that  you  contributed  to  .«uch  misery, 
in  paying  a  premium  on  the  products  of 
slave  labor. 

()  how  prone  are  we,  while  enjoyifig  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  to  forget  that  misery 
and  sorrow  are  the  portion  of  millions.  In 
the  quiet  walks  of  life  Ave  behold  joyful 
faces,  and  commune  witli  hearts  of  glad- 
ness. But  we  need  not  go  to  Rama  to 
find  "  lament;rtion,  and  weeping,  and  great 
mournini;-."  X.  Y.  Z 
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ConclxicUd. 

But  we  must  answer  to  a  very  serious  charge, 
brought  by  Mr.  Bacon.     He  proceeds  to  say, 

"The  part)'  whicli  is  now  arrayiiifj  itself  as  t.bo 
Anti-Slavery,  or  more  properly  the  Anti-Coloni- 
zation party,  is  a  growing  ])arty  at  the  North. 
Gentlemen  who  are  now  leading  rhaructrrs  in  it, 
have  a  design  to  make  it  a  political  party.  I  liave 
reason  to  believe  they  moan  to  make  adhesion  to 
their  sentiment.^!  a  test  of  office.  And  there  will 
not  be  wanting  political  desperadoes  wlio  are  will- 
ing  lo  be  arrayed  under  that  baiuier.  .^nd  if  wo 
do  not  rtillij,  and  move  forward,  the  people  at 
large  will  ere  long  be  carried  away  by  thai  wind 
of  doctrine." 

IIow  does  Mr.  Bacon  know  what  are  the  "  dc- 
sif:,ns"  of  the  leaders  of  the  Anti-Slavery  party  1 
What  reason  have  they  given  hini  to  believe  that 
they  "meari"  to  do  this  or  that  ?  We  a.>;k,  who 
are  these  men  ? — what  liavc  they  done  ? — what 
are  their  principles  ? — what  is  their  practice  J 
Are  the  leaders  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society 
office-seekers  !  are  tliey  a  set  of  men  to  be  found 
in  political  squabbles?  are  they  noisy  dema- 
gogues, w!io  love  to  swim  in  the  front  wave  of 
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popular  turbulence?  Wc  appeal  confidnntly  to || 
all  who  know  ihein  if  there  is  a  single  man,  who|i 
eided  with  them,  or  is  aj)provcd  by  ttirm,  wliohas;: 
ever  sustained  any  such  cliaracter.  If  Mr.  Bacon  | 
would  reflect,  but  for  a  niomeiit,  he  must  see  thati' 
it  is  superlatively  mean,  thus  to  throw  odium! 
upon  a  class  of  men,  who  have  banded  themselves 
together,  with  no  other  arms  than  the  truths  ofj; 
the  Gospel,  to  fight  their  country's  giant  sin. 
Mr.  Bacon  very  well  knows  that  the  abolitionists 
of  our  country  are  men  who  honor  the  law  of,: 
God  by  giving  it  a  supremacy  over  their  whole;, 
conduct.  They  do  not  put  on  their  religion  for! 
a  Sunday  suit, — tliey  design  to  have  it  cover; 
whatever  they  do,  during  the  whole  week  ;  is  it^ 
for  Mr.  Bacon,  tiien,  to  charge  them  with  deeph 
intrigues,  with  being  tiic  accomplices  of"  politi-i 
cal  desperadoes'!"  Before  the  final  adjournment | 
of  the  meeting,  Mr.  Bacon  was  pointed  to  the|| 
passage  in  the  Address  of  the  New- York  Cityn 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  where  they  say,  i; 

"Let  it  be  distinctly  remembered  tliat  our  ob'ij 
ject  is  purely  moriil.  It  in  to  deliver  our  colored: 
brethren  from  slavery,  and  our  white  fcUov/  cili- 
xens  from  the  sin  of  oppression,  the  fnir  fame  of 
our  country  from  the  stinging  reproacli  of  hypo- 
crisy and  tyranny,  and  ourselves  and  posterity 
from  the  judgments  of  an  offended  God.  Should 
interested  politicians  seek  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  slavery  question  to  promote  the  views  of  party, 
we  disclaim  their  interference.  While  engaged 
in  a  purely  benevolent  work  wc  will  not  suffer  the! 
re[)roach  of  being  actuated  by  polilical  views."       1 

But  even  this  could  not  cure  him  of  his  fault-; 
finding.  He  bursts  out  into  a  fresh  tirade  of 
abuse,  in  which  he  shows  his  teeth  at  what  he 
calls  "the  great  Coryphceus"  of  tlie  "party," 
a  terrible  fellow,  "  whom  a  national  convention 
was  assembled  to  glorit\',"*and  who  spends  most 
of  his  "time,  and  breath  in  calumniating  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States."  lie 
undertakes  to  vilify  "the  Anti-Slavery  party  in 
England"  as  "  a  political  party  altogether,"  and 
quotes  our  sending  memorials  to  Congress  for 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia, especially  inasmuch  as  the  petitioners  in 
New  Haven  omitted  him,  as  proof  positive  of  our 
"  political"  designs  !  Well,  as  Mr.  Bacon  says, 
in  another  place,  "  it  is  of  no  use  to  keep  back 
the  facts."  We  will,  therefore,  out  witli  the 
whole  of  them,  and  make  a  clean  breast.  While 
we  have  no  design  to  dabble  in  the  ballot-boxes, 
or  count  noses  with  the  mobs  of  the  nobility,  who 
turn  out  to  suppress  abolition  meetings,  we  do 
"  mean"  to  work  under  the  politics  of  the  whole 
country,  night  and  day,  without  intermission  or 
respite,  till  there  shall  be  such  a  complete  over- 


*  Mr.  Bar  on  si^nis  to  be  very  sensitive  on  the  subject : 
of  glory-  ^^c  recollect  to  have  seen  in  a  (iuarterlv, ! 
in  whicii  Mr.  Bacon  sometimes  writes,  a  very  sple- 1 
netic  prediction,  tliat  a  man  who  had  bci-n  imprison- 
ed in  Baltimore,  would  reap  agreat  harvtst  of  "glory'" 
from  his  bonds.  Mr.  Bacon  rihould  know,  thaf  those 
who  have  the  good  fortune  to  be  commended  and 
caressed  by  slaveholders,  oui,'lu  to  be  contented  with 
their  own  "glory." 


turn,  that  those,  who  have  built  their  immortohty 
by  defending  the  "present  relation"  between 
human  flesh  traders  and  their  morchandie*?. 
shall  find  themselves  a  thousand  fathoms  deep  in 
the  rubbish  of  oblivion.  This  we  confess  for 
ourselves ;  for  the  "  Coryphaeus"  and  «•  th« 
leaders"  wo  havi  nothing  to  say. 

Mr.  Bacon  thinks  to  prove  that  Elias  B.  Cald- 
well did  not  mean  what  he  said,  on  a  certain  oc- 
casion, about  the  benefit  of  keeping  slaves  in 
ignorance,  because  he  had  an  evcclleni  character, 
to  his  certain  knowledge.  This  is  probably  about 
the  best  of  colonization  logic,  and  serves  admira- 
bly to  show  "  the  deHrintn,  into  which  minds 
educated  and  sane,  can  suffer  tiiemselvcs  to  run, 
when  they  inscribe  on  their  banner  the  motto  of 
"  Im.mediate  Em.\.ncip.\tion,"  and  set  up,  in- 
stead of  the  Eagle,  the  head  of  Garrison." 

We  confess,  wc  aUvays  agreed  with  I>r. 
Franklin  in  preferring  the  turkey  to  the  ea^le, 
and  much  more  sliould  we  prefer  a  human  face, 
if  it  were  that  of  an  honest  man,  who  had  always 
been  true  to  the  noble  "  motto  of  Immediatb 
Emancipatio.n-"  We  are  not  ashamed  of  our 
banner  yet,  Mr.  JJacon.  Y'oii  may  worship  tiie 
kijig  of  birds  if  you  please,  but  ue  venerate  an 
"  honest  man''  as  "  the  noblest  work  of  God." 

We  must  bring  tins  article  to  a  close  hv 
quoting  from  the  graphic  pencil  of  Mr.  BacoH, 
the  present  picture  of  the  colony. — [See  New- 
York  Observer  for  Feb.  8,  mu.j 

"  Mr.  Bacon  ro.«e  and  said  that  the  general  condi- 
tion of  the  society  had  been  adverted  to  this  evenin" 
and  in  every  debate  since  tliey  had  met.  He  wished 
now  to  call  the  attention  of  tlie  meeting  to  that  sub- 
ject. The  society  was  bankrupt  to  the  amount  «vt" 
•S40,000  :  and  new  drafts  were  coming  clue  from  month 
to  month,  and  this  40  might  soon  be  found  to  be 
60,000.  The  further  they  went  the  deeper  was  the 
difticulty.  They  had  sounded  first  and  found  twenty 
fathoms  ;  they  sounded  agam,  and  found,  not  fifteen, 
but  thirty  fathoms.  The  further  they  had  gone  on 
•'sounding  their  dim  and  perilous  way,"  the  darker 
was  the  prospect,  and  the  deeiier  the  abyss.  Thi* 
was  not  only  true  in  reference  to  the  state  of  the  bo- 
ciety  here,  but  the  condition  of  the  colony  was  such 
as  must  horrify  every  friend  of  the  cause.  He  had 
read  a  report  from  the  acting  governor  of  Liberia,  Mr. 
M'GiU,  written  with  coneiderable  talent ;  and  be  had 
also  seen  a  letter  on  the  other  side,  and  the  lightest 
side  was  d  u-k  enough.  He  believed  that  it  would 
ri  f]uire  an  expenditure  of  $.)0,000  during  the  preeent 
year  to  put  the  colony  on  a  footing  of  prosj)e(ity.  The 
fort  which  bad  been  erected  there  was  going  to  ruin, 
and  the  flag-staff  had  rotted  away  and  been  down 
three  or  four  months,  and  there  was  not  moral  forc« 
in  the  colony  to  replace  it.  In  consequence  of  thi« 
neglect,  no  signals  could  ba  made.  The  government 
schooner,  which  hail  been  obiaincd  for  the  colony, 
principally  by  the  aid  of  a  gentleman  near  him  (.Mr, 
Cresson),  was  rotting  at  th.;  wharf,  for  want  of  new 
coppering,  and  the  African  worms  were  eating  it 
through  and  tiirough.  It  would  be  of  no  use  to  ket>p 
back  tiic  facts.  The  society  had  its  enemies  in  the 
colony  as  well  as  here,  and  ihcy  were  in  correspond- 
ence with  persons  in  this  e.,;.ntry,  Thii-,  then  wa« 
our  conditio'),  and  he  would  say, "without  intending 
to  inculpate  any  individual,  that  the  society  had  ar^ 
rived  at  this  state  through  sheer  want  of  "manage- 
ment. How  else  could  it  have  been  ?  A  governor 
was  there  whose  expenses  were  to  be  paid,  year  aft«- 
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jrocff,  amount  to  what  iliey  might.  He  hod  looked ', 
at  some  of  tho  particulars  of  these  accounts,  find  had  i 
■  H    ' 
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fo«nd  a  char^rt'"of  850  for  a  Btt  of  dining-ialik-rt.  He  |  M.tny  citizens  of  New-York  will  not  huTO  for- 
had  showed  iliis  itt-m  to  Ciahop  Meade,  who  runiark-  ;  gotten,  that  about  llie  firBt  of  last  Octob«r,  four 
ed  that  lio  had  never  had  a  table  in  hia  houst)  which  i  men  wore  taken  on  a  charge  of  etcaling  a  boat, 
•ost  niortMhan  S5.  He  had  seen  a  It-lttr  from  a  wo-  j  and  convpyed  frmn  this  cilj  to  Northampton 
man  in  t!ie  ciloiiy,  who  wrote  thus:—  county  in    Vir;^niiia,  wh«re   one  of  them  was  sen- 

"It  i.^  hurtful  (painful)  to  see  people  bfgirin?;  for  1^^^^^,,;  f^,  ,^^,  hurn^eu  on  tho  lOlh  of  January.  If 
work  to  support  ili«.r  live..  >\  hat  a  state  o  things  ;  ,„a,n,o  ,va.s  no!  executed,  wethink  we  should 
waM   this       Here   was  a  new  colony,  in  which  everv  .   .    ,     ,  ,         i      r  •.    r  i  •    . 

kind  01  labor  oukIu  to  bo  in  d.iuand,  where  there  .certainly  have  heard  of  it  from  ono  whoso  inter- 
were  two  harvestrf  m  u  year,  roads  to  be  made,  and  ■  c^t  it  was  to  inform  us  of  such  a  fact.  I  ho  others 
every  kind  of  improvenit'nt  to  be  earned  on,  yet  the  wh  are  credibly  infoimcd,  were  sold  to  tho  "  spec 
people  could  not  iftt  iit.;iluyment.     There  was  evi- ;^  i(/o/(irs  .'" 

dently  great  want  iil'iiiiuiftgemcnt  in  the  colony.  He  .Since  that,  ^•cvcral  grievous  cases  have  occured. 
did  not  chari^'e  the  late  governor  with  unfaithfulness,  j}j,t  i\^q  ^^q^i  atrocious  and  diabolical,  was  that 
but  ho  was  c.xeedingly  inefficient,  and  as  far  as  he  i  ^.,,1^1,  j^yj^  ^^^^  last  week.  A  little  past  mid- 
had  looked  into  the  accounts,  e.xceedingly  reckless  in  .^^^  between  Friday  and  Saturday,  a  man  by  tho 
his  exoeiiditures.    \N  hv  had  this  debt  been  i)erniitte<l,        *>  -  , .  j    r       •  i     i      -.i    /  .   ii 

''v.  ,,.  „-...,,„,, I..., >    „.,.;!   1,1.,.  ,„   Tvn      nii'nc  01  Haywood,  furnished  With  two  constables, 

year  aflir   year,    to  accuinulateT   until,  like  an  a\a-  j  i    i  . -^  .i      i  r  i        i  i     .i 

lanchc,  It  h'.id  fallen  on  us,  and  overwhelmed  us  7-  .proceeded  to  the  house  of  a  colored  man  by  the 
There  wa!<  also  a  want  of  management  here.  He  did  name  of  Lockley.  After  rummaging  and  piUa- 
not  charge  any  individual  wiih  neglect,  but  there  was  ging  and  destroying  every  thing  which  looked 
no  responsibility.  When  drafts  came,  they  were  jiaid,  '  like  a  "  freo  paper,"  he  seised  and  dragged  off 
and  no  one  knew  for  what.  It  had  been  said  thatt!li.^  'lockley,  hie  wife  and  child,  and  lodged  them  in 
was  neces:?ary  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Society  at  j  iji-ijewcll.  The  next  morning  at  11  o'clock  they 
the  colony  He  saw  that  there  was  a  swarm  of  ofTi-  ^,^^^  brought  before  iiis  honor  tho  Recorder,  and 
cers  on  salary  m  the  colony.  Among  these  he  was  !  ^,„,,.,,^;,  ^„^,„,^1  f„,  ^j,^  ,,^^  honorable  claim- 
surprised  to  hiui  a  register  of  deeds  at  SoUO  a  year.—  ,  i  i  .  j  iu  a- i  •.  r  .i  a 
He  thou-hi  that  any  settler,  when  he  received  his  fee  ja">l  proceeded  to  read  tho  aflidarit  of  the  said 
simple,  vvould  be  wUling  to  pay  his  sixpence  to  regis- "claimant,  setting  forth  that  these  three  persons 
ter  his  title.  There  was  also  a  housekeeper  for  the  \  were  the  "  property"  of  bis  deceased  father  and 
"overnor  at  -*104  a  year,  and  a  steward  at  S144.  He  i  were  now  claimed  in  behalf  of  his  mother,  and 
Kad  never  dreamed  that  things  were  so  bad  as  this.  :ii,at  tlioy  absconded  from  Raleigh  N.  C.  in  De- 
They  in  the  north  were  aware  that  things  were  not  cember  1832.  The  claimant  being  called  by  the 
going  on  well  in  the  colony.  By  the  vessels  which  respectable  appellation  of  Dr.  Haywood,  stepped 
came  in  they  had  received  r«mors  to  that  effect  and  ;  j.  ^  ^  ^^  /^,^^^  ^^  ^,^^  -^^^^^  ^,-  ^1^^  ^^^^^ 
thev  had  imt  the  bes  lace  on  the  matter  as  long  as  i  ^  ,  a- ,  "•.  ah.i- 
they  could,  untU  truth  had  come  in  too  much  strength  [  »"<!  ^'-e  correctness  of  tho  affidavit.  All  this  w-as 
to  be  resisted.  They  had  come  300  or  400  miles  from  |  considered  very  satisfactory  by  the  Recorder,  but 
the  north,  to  see  if  by  their  representations  they  could  .,  at  tho  urgent  request  of  the  prisoner  and  two  or 
bring  into  the  society  that  responsibility  which  was  :  three  of  his  friends,  he  was  allowed  till  2  o'clock 
necessary,  for  in  the  north  the  Philistines  vverc  upon  j  p.  M.  to  bring  up  evidence  in  his  defence.  At 
thorn,  and  the  cause  there  would  be  ruined  unless  \i\yj_i  hour  the  parties  appeared  before  the  Record- 
they  could  restore  imblic  confidence  in  the  society.—  1^^.  Several  witnesses  woro  brought  forward  who 
They  had   not  sa'd  „  word  since  they  had^een  here    ^^^^jj^^^   j,,^^  they  had  known   Lockley,    his  wife 


on  what  was  called  the  delicate  subject.  The  south 
■would  not  catch  them  coming  hero  and  making  [iro- 
clamations  about  slaves. 

And  here  the  matter  stands.     The  pungent 


and  child — a  fine  boy  about  12  years  old — as  resi- 
idents  in  this  city  long  previous  to  the  timc_  Fpcci- 
'  fied  in  the  affidavit.     In  short,  as  it  appeared  that 


rebukes  of  Mr.  Breckenridge  fell  idle,  as  from  a  }^^^y  were  well  known  in  this  city  previous  to  De- 
coat  of  impenetrable  mail.     There   is  a  great   cumber  1832,  they  could  not  nave  absconded  in 

fault,  but  nobody  is  to  blame  !  The  efforts  of  Mr.    l'''^,'  '"°"  ''   ^'°''\  ^i''&      ^l'  T'l^\  tt  'Jf 

^      \    CI     -.1   *         i-        .1  ■   .     ■    .^      111 Judge  in  this  case?     Bo  it  remarked  that  Mr.  Re. 

Gerrit  Smith  to  reform  the  society  into  a  "  bene-    ^^^^^^  ,^^^,  ^^.^  ^^  ^,^^  ^^  ^,^^  ^^^^  ^,^^t  -^ 

volcnt"    institution    were    all    frustrated.     The    ^^.^^  ^^  j,j_^;^^  ^^^^^  jC  Lockley  could  not  prove 

nice  art  of  Mr.  Bacon  in  setting  sailF,  though  he    ,,^3  residence  here  previous  to  December  1832,  he 

displayed  some  marvellous  evolutions  in  manag-    ^ij^g  liecorder)  should  make  out  a  certificate,  hut 

ing  the  wind,  has  left  tlie  ship  among  the  break-  ;  ,y  /^g  could,  he  should  discharge  him.     But  mark, 

ers.     The  whole  reform  consists  in  making  some  "gentle  reader,  as  soon  as  the  proof  was  produced, 

more  saZari^ti  officers,  reducing  the  number  of  the  'the    Recorder  adjourned  the  trial   to  the  31st  or 

board  of  managers,  and  raising  the  terms  of  mem-  :  March;  that  the  said  Dr.  Haywood  might  obtain 

bership.*  further  evidence  !  1 1       As  might  be  supposed,  that 

We  have  one  question  to  put  to  all  the  Cviendis  [rexpcctalde  gentleman  has  decamped  in  person  to 

of  the  slave,  to  all  Christians,  to  all  honest  men:    tbe  south  for  further  evidence,   leaving  his  three 

Will  you  any  longer  throw  your  money  into  that  'victims,  where  he  himself  deserves  to  be,  in    that 

bottomless    gu'f  instead  ot    devoting   it  to  the  ■J,''"  "<'=i,l^°'"i'»'t*''»  =^'^"^1^^  on  the  western  side  of 

Truth  and  humanity  require  of  us  to  make  this 
3  of  tho   business, 
ce   has  proved,  in 
Some  very  pertURiit  (luestions  were  proposed,  by  ;  letting  such  things  alone. 
Mr 


work  of  showing  this  nation  its  sin,  and  of  dis-  i^"l,     ' 

enthraling  your  brother,   the   victim  of  cursed     ^,^,.^^^.^^^  ^^  ^,,^  present  stage  of  tho  bu.siness. 

prejudice,  at  your  very  door  ? There  is  no  safety,  as  e^perienci 

*  Some  very  pertURiit  (luestions  were  proposed,  by  ',  letting  such  things  alon 

Ir.  Gerrit  Smith,  and  were  directed  by  the  society  to  !  

be  answered  by  the  secretary.  A  true  answer  will  _^ 
bring  the  society  to  the  end  of  its  pilgrimage  so  fari"* 
as  Chrietianity  and  benevolence  are  concerned.  1 
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